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14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who
had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more
talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had
the two talents made two more talents. 18 But
the one who had received the one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master's money. 19 After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. 20 Then the one who had received the
five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.'
21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.' 22
And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.'
23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.'

24 Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I
knew you to be a harsh man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours.' 26 But his master replied, "You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did
not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have received what was my own with
interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to
all those who have, more will be given, and they
will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."

NIV

14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a
journey, who called his servants and entrusted
his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags
of gold, to another two bags, and to another one
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went
on his journey. 16 The man who had received
five bags of gold went at once and put his money
to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also,
the one with two bags of gold gained two more.
18 But the man who had received one bag went
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master's money. 19 "After a long time the
master of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them. 20 The man who had
received five bags of gold brought the other five.
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five
bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.' 21
"His master replied, "Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master's
happiness!' 22 "The man with two bags of gold
also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two
more.' 23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!' 24 "Then the man who had received
one bag of gold came. 'Master,' he said, 'T knew
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you
have not sown and gathering where you have
not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went
out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is
what belongs to you.' 26 "His master replied,
"You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I
harvest where I have not sown and gather
where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then,
you should have put my money on deposit with
the bankers, so that when I returned I would
have received it back with interest. 28 "'So take
the bag of gold from him and give it to the one
who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be
given more, and they will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what they have
will be taken from them. 30 And throw that
worthless servant outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth."
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25th Sunday after Pentecost — Proper 28, Year A
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14 "For it is like a man going on a journey, who
called his slaves and entrusted his property to
them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one, each according to his
ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The
one who had received the five talents went off
right away and put his money to work and
gained five more. 17 In the same way, the one
who had two gained two more. 18 But the one
who had received the one talent went out, dug a
hole in the ground, and hid his master's money.

19 After a long time, the master of those slaves
came and settled his accounts with them. 20
The one who had received the five talents came
and brought five more, saying, 'Sir, you
entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained
five more.' 21 His master answered, 'Well done,
good and faithful slave! You have been faithful
in a few things. I will put you in charge of many
things. Enter into the joy of your master.' 22
The one with the two talents also came and said,
'Sir, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have
gained two more.' 23 His master answered,
'Well done, good and faithful slave! You have
been faithful in a few things. I will put you in
charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your
master.' 24 Then the one who had received the
one talent came and said, 'Sir, I knew that you
were a hard man, harvesting where you did not
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. See, you have what is
yours.' 26 But his master answered, 'Evil and
lazy slave! So you knew that I harvest where I
didn't sow and gather where I didn't scatter? 27
Then you should have deposited my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have
received my money back with interest! 28 So
take the talent from him and give it to the one
who has ten. 29 For the one who has will be
given more, and he will have more than enough.
But the one who has nothing will have even
what he has taken away from him. 30 And
throw that worthless slave into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth!"
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14 "Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be
illustrated by the story of a man going on a long
trip. He called together his servants and
entrusted his money to them while he was gone.
15 He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of
silver to another, and one bag of silver to the
last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities.
Then he left on his trip. 16 "The servant who
received the five bags of silver began to invest
the money and earned five more. 17 The
servant with two bags of silver also went to
work and earned two more. 18 But the servant
who received just one bag of silver dug a hole in
the ground and hid the master's money. 19
"After a long time their master returned from
his trip and called them to give an account of
how they had used his money. 20 The servant to
whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver
came forward with five more and said, '"Master,
you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I
have earned five more.' 21 "The master was full
of praise. 'Well done, my good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful in handling this
small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!' 22
"The servant who had received the two bags of
silver came forward and said, '"Master, you gave
me two bags of silver to invest, and I have
earned two more.' 23 "The master said, "Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful in handling this small amount, so
now I will give you many more responsibilities.
Let's celebrate together!' 24 "Then the servant
with the one bag of silver came and said,
'Master, I know you are a harsh man, harvesting
crops you didn't plant and gathering crops you
didn't cultivate. 25 I was afraid I would lose
your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here
1s your money back.' 26 "But the master replied,
"You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I
harvested crops I didn't plant and gathered
crops I didn't cultivate, 27 why didn't you
deposit my money in the bank? Then I could
have gotten some interest on it when I returned.
28 "'Take the one bag of silver from this
servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags
of silver. 29 To those who use well what they
are given, even more will be given, and they will
have an abundance. But from those who do
nothing, even what little they have will be taken
away. 30 Now throw this useless servant into
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth."
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14-15

"Tt's also like a man going off on an extended
trip. He called his servants together and
delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five
thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a
third one thousand, depending on their abilities.
Then he left.

16-18

"Right off, the first servant went to work and
doubled his master's investment. The second did
the same. But the third dug a hole and carefully
buried his master's money.

19-23

"After a long absence, the master of those three
servants came back and settled up with them.
The one given five thousand dollars showed him
how he had doubled his investment. His master
commended him: 'Good work! You did your job
well. From now on be my partner.' The servant
with the two thousand showed how he also had
doubled his master's investment. His master
commended him: 'Good work! You did your job
well. From now on be my partner.'

24-25

"The servant given one thousand said, 'Master, I
know you have high standards and hate sloppy
work, that you demand the best and don't
tolerate mediocre efforts. I was afraid I might
disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place
and secured your money. Here it is, safe and
sound down to the last cent.'

26-30

"The master was furious. 'That's a terrible way
to live! It's criminal to live cautiously like that!
If you knew I was after the best, why did you do
the worst? The least you could have done would
have been to invest the sum with the bankers,
where I would have received some interest. Take
the thousand and give it to the one who risked
the most. Those who use what they're given will
be given more. Those who don't use what they
have will lose it. And get rid of this "play-it-safe"
servant. Throw him out into utter darkness."



