
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
All Saints Day 
November 1, 2026

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Twelve from All Creation Sings. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Reverend Matt Hansen ​

in honor and memory of the many saints of St. John’s. 
. 

Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 
Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 

please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  
❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 

wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  
❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 

the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​
​

To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​
Scan the QR code below to view the current list. 
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☩ ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE ☩
 

On All Saints Sunday, we celebrate the baptized people of God, living and dead, who together are the body of 
Christ. The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back at least to the third 

century. Even as November reminds us of the changing seasons and the passing of life, we remember with 
thanksgiving all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is now complete. At the Lord’s table, we gather with 
the faithful of every time and place, united in God’s promises of new life. With joy and hope, we trust that these 

promises will be fulfilled, when God will wipe away every tear and make all things new. 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
INTROIT 
 
PRELUDE                        ​                   A Song                                                   Robert Schumann  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose compassion never 
slumbers. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Holy God, we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your invitation. We 
prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the voice of our shame and fear, which 
keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you and others. We are not awake to the 
coming of your reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy. Amen. 
 
Inherit the riches of God’s grace. ☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. You are forgiven. 
Blessed are you. Amen. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF ALL SAINTS 
We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity – Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. You have taught your church 
that it is an ageless communion of saints. We thank you for gathering those who faithfully waited in hope 
for the redemption you promised, and now for adding us who celebrate the love of Christ for the 
redemption of the world. Prepare a place for us among those who are already with you. Help us remember 
them as an encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love, in anticipation of an eternal reunion. With 
them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. Amen. 
 
We remember before Almighty God: 
 

Nathan Wayne Moose – December 18, 2025 
 

Michael Wilson Blackwelder – January 8, 2026   
 

Andrew Whitfield Moorehead – March 6, 2026 
 

Jane Moose Eudy Bost – July 3, 2026 
 

The Honorable David Brent Cloninger – October 18, 2026 
 
Jesus says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. And you will find rest for your 
souls. 
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GATHERING HYMN                              For All the Saints                                           ELW #422 
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GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.  
 
FIRST READING: REVELATION 7:9-17 
A reading from Revelation. 
 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 For this reason they are before the throne of God and 
worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, 17 for 
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water 
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 34:1-10, 22 
The assembly responds with the refrain. The Deacon reads the text. 

 
1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 
  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
 2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 
 3 O magnify the LORD with me, 
  and let us exalt his name together. 
 4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
  and delivered me from all my fears. Refrain 
 5 Look to him, and be radiant, 
  so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
 6 This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD 
  and was saved from every trouble. 
 7 The angel of the LORD encamps 
  around those who fear him and delivers them. Refrain 
 8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; 
  happy are those who take refuge in him. 
 9 O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, 
  for those who fear him have no want. 
 10 The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
  but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 
 22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
  none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. Refrain 
 
SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-3 
A reading from the first letter of John. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is what we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
​
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:​
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.​
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.​
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.​
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.​
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.​
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.​
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.​
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.​
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​                    The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                           Give Thanks for Saints                                        ELW #428 

 
 

9 



 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our worship and witness 
in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach among us. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Restore all lands suffering from degradation. Protect soils and waterways. Point us toward innovative ways 
of living in harmony and joy with creation. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up leaders who listen deeply for the needs 
of their communities, and surround the election process with wisdom and discernment. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn this day. Sustain any who are 
weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with chronic illness. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are homebound. Bless caregivers, 
nurses, chaplains, social workers, and hospice staff. Guide this congregation’s ministry with seniors and 
their families. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from their labors. Fill us with songs of 
praise until we too are gathered at your side. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus, your beloved. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 
☩ MEAL ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

ANTHEM                                   Bless the Lord My Soul                                                       Wagner  
                                
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we 
offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY                             Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow   ​   
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you 
show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in 
your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
With all the saints of Africa and Asia, Europe and the Americas, India, Australia, and the islands, we praise 
you, O God, for creating the worlds. 
 
With all the baptized, the old and the young, the weak and the strong, the famous and the forgotten, we 
bless you, O God, for providing mortals with food. With all the faithful in tents and mansions, cities and 
farms, past and present, we worship you, O God, for sheltering the generations. With all your holy people 
who minister in the church, who serve the poor, who walk the way of the cross, we glorify you, O God, 
for journeying with us in Jesus. With Paul and the evangelists, we remember the meal of your Son: 
 
On the night before he died, he took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
With Peter and all the martyrs, we honor Christ’s death, saying Amen. Amen! 
With Mary Magdalene and all the apostles, we proclaim his resurrection, shouting Amen. Amen! 
With John, the theologians, and the mystics, we celebrate Christ present with us, exclaiming Amen. 
Amen! 
  
With the Virgin Mary and all who sang of your greatness, we pray for the power of the Spirit. Imbue this 
gathering, this bread and this cup, with the merciful body and blood of Christ. Form us into a communion 
of service, and infuse your earth with the wholeness we seek. With grandparents and godparents, with the 
Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Protestants, Pentecostals, Evangelicals, and independents, lead us to a future 
we cannot yet see, and at the end draw all humanity to yourself. 
  
Now with all of the family you saved by your love, we shout blessing: Blessing; glory: Glory; wisdom: 
Wisdom; thanksgiving: Thanksgiving; honor: Honor; power: Power; might: Might be to you, our 
God, forever and ever. Amen. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has prepared. 
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SONG DURING DISTRIBUTION        The King of Love My Shepherd Is               ELW #502   
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ​
Let us pray together. Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You 
continuously seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, 
awake to your presence, now and forever. Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                         Rejoice in God's Saints                                              ELW #418  

 
DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Encourage one another. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE ​ ​ ​               Postlude on Old 100th                                      Louis Bourgeois  
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Rev. Matt Hansen Presiding Minister 

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry Director of Discipleship & Outreach  

Dr. Kevin Carmody Director of Music 

Melanie Hudson Lector & Crucifer  

Roman Dorton Banner Bearer 

Kevin & Lisa Edwards Torch Bearers 

                                                                          Markley Family Communion Assistants 

John Hartsell, David Ritchie, Jacob Sigler, Eddie Walters Ushers 

                                                                       Patti Fletcher Broadcast Team Volunteer 

Steve & Vera Drye  Altar Guild 

                                                       Emily & Ryleigh Hartsell Nursery Attendants 

Connor Rowland Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081 

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to 1:30pm; Fri, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 
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