Stjohn's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2026



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

% We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you're a visitor, please enter your name in the
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you.

% A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

< Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

% Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

< A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

R

% Today’s liturgy is Setting Twelve from All Creation Sings.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The altar flowers are given by Amy & Mike English to the glory of God and in celebration of Mimi and
Pop DeVitto and their family as they joyfully await the arrival of their first grandchild.

Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s
Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office.

HOLY COMMUNION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.

% Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

% Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.

To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office.
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

VIA DE CHRISTO WEEKENDS THIS FALL

The Fall Via de Cristo weekends are coming up! The men’s weekend is September 24th-27th, the
women’s weekend is October 1st-4th, and the mixed weekend is October 8th-11th. These weekends will
be held at Camp Bethelwoods in York, SC. We have several members on teams this Fall. For men’s
weekend: Rathel Goodman, David Johnson, & Pr. Keith Copeland. For women’s weekend: Ellen
Goodman, Susan Hayes, Carol Hinson, Melanie Hudson, Cheris Copeland, and Bonnie Shoat.

HOMECOMING MUMS

Orders are being taken for mums to be placed in the church for Homecoming Sunday on September 27th.
The cost for each mum is $10.00 (wrapped and bowed in a 6” pot). They may be placed in memory or
honor of someone. You may pick up an order form from the Narthex, online, or by calling the church

ofhce.

THE CLASSIC OCTOBER TRIP

On October 4th we will journey to the Classic Restaurant in Denton following Worship. Please sign the
sheet in the Narthex with the number in your party if you plan to attend or call the church othce.

reach out to any of these folks. Via de Cristo is a great gift you can give to yourself!

SHARING THE BOUNTY FOOD DRIVE
After missing last year, the Social Ministry Committee is once again sponsoring our annual homecoming
SHARING THE BOUNTY FOOD DRIVE to benefit the Mt. Pleasant Food Bank. We will hand out

grocery bags to families as they depart the church on Homecoming Sunday, Sept 27th and ask they be
filled and returned October 4th.

ADOPT A PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM

Are you looking for an easy way to serve our community and create meaningful relationships? Do you
want to get more involved with our preschool here at St John’s? Then you should adopt a preschool class
this year! Sunday School classes, women’s/men’s groups, families, or even a group of friends can “adopt” a
class for the year to create a deeper connection between our congregation and the preschool.
Responsibilities include: attending class celebrations, reading stories, showing up for events throughout the
year, writing cards for birthdays, and supporting teachers as able/needed. Talk to Deacon Brittany for
more information.

YOUNG ADULT FALL OUTING

The Young Adults of St. John’s (21-39 years old) are invited to an afternoon of mini golf at Putthaus in
Kannapolis on October 3rd. This casual gathering is all about discipleship through having fun!
Come as you are and invite your friends!



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Pastorale Ernest Dicks

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN We Praise You, O God
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we  bless your ho-ly name; glad  prais - es we  sing.
and with your help, O Lord, our  strug-gles we  win.
To you, our great re - deem - er, for - ev - er be praise!
GREETING

ELW #870

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.
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GLORIA
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-1y to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.

FIRST READING: JONAH 3:10—4:11
A reading from ]onah.

""When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

“' But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “ He prayed to the Lorp and said, “O
Lorp! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the
beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast
love, and relenting from punishment. *And now, O Lorb, please take my life from me, for it is better for
me to die than to live.” * And the Lorb said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” * Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting
to see what would become of the city.

* The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save
him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. "But when dawn came up the next day,
God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. " When the sun rose, God prepared a
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might
die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry
Then the Lorb said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor
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enough to die.
and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. "' And should I not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand
persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145:1-8
The assembly responds with the refrain. The Deacon reads the text.
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We will praise Your name, with  ev - ry heart and voice!

'I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.

*Bvery day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

> Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;

his greatness is unsearchable.

*One generation shall extol your works to another
and shall declare your mighty acts. Refrain

> They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works I will meditate.

°They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness.

" They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

*The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Refrain

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30
A reading from Philippians.

“' For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me, yet | cannot say which I will choose. *’I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and
be with Christ, for that is far better, *' but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. *’Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in
faith, ’so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

“" Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you
or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side
with one mind for the faith of the gospel " and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them,
this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. *’ For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, " since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he
sent them into his vineyard. > When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, *and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So
they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘“Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ " They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.’ $When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” > When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received a denarius. " Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received a denarius. "' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, "*saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” *’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? “Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to
give to this last the same as I give to you. > Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” '° So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Streams of Living Justice

ELW #710
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting, Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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-+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

ANTHEM My Good Lord's Done Been Here Rolo Dillworth

OFFERING
You may give online, by visiting www.stiohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

OFFERTORY Doxology
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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http://www.stjohnsconcord.com/give

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied
by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel
with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to
share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

SONG DURING DISTRIBUTION When the Poor Ones ELW #725

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs
of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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BLESSING

+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Almighty God, Father, ' Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN You Servants of God
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an- gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev - er ceas-ing, and in - fin - ite love!
DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Postlude on Laudate Dominum
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry

Dr. Kevin Carmody

Ellen Goodman

Gerald Cline, Rathel & Ellen Goodman
Roman & Davis Dorton, Bob Shuping
Terry & Kina Hinson

Don & Paula Ritchie

Patti & Hailey Fletcher

Connor Rowland

Pastor

Director of Discipleship & Outreach
Director of Music

Lector

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Broadcast Team

Altar Guild

Nursery Attendants

Teller Lead

CONTACT US

BY PHONE

Church Office (704) 436-6081

ONLINE

Office Email ofhice@stjohnsconcord.com

ON-SITE

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Church Office Hours Mon-Fri, 8am to 1:30pm
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

< Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.
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