Stjohn's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!
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We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you.

A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

Today’s liturgy is Setting Twelve from All Creation Sings.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The altar flowers are given by Bob & Anne Shuping to the glory of God and

in honor of Susan Shuping, Davis Dorton, and Sheryll Garfola as they celebrate September birthdays.

The rose on the flower stand is given by the people of St. John’s to the glory of God and
in honor of Louis Suther’s 90th Birthday on September 12th.

HOLY COMMUNION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
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please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.

Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in

the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.

To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office.
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS + FAMILY FUN NIGHT!
Join us this evening at the St. John’s Community Center from 5pm to 7pm! In addition to food and games,
we will assemble food bags for Sonshine Backpacks.

VIA DE CHRISTO WEEKENDS THIS FALL

The Fall Via de Cristo weekends are coming up! The men’s weekend is September 24th-27th, the
women’s weekend is October 1st-4th, and the mixed weekend is October 8th-11th. These weekends will
be held at Camp Bethelwoods in York, SC. We have several members on teams this Fall. For men’s
weekend: Rathel Goodman, David Johnson, & Pr. Keith Copeland. For women’s weekend: Ellen
Goodman, Susan Hayes, Carol Hinson, Melanie Hudson, Cheris Copeland, and Bonnie Shoat.

HOMECOMING MUMS

Orders are being taken for mums to be placed in the church for Homecoming Sunday on September 27th.
The cost for each mum is $10.00 (wrapped and bowed in a 6” pot). They may be placed in memory or
honor of someone. You may pick up an order form from the Narthex, online, or by calling the church

ofhce.

OCTOBER CLASSIC RESTAURANT TRIP
On October 4th, we will journey to the Classic Restaurant in Denton, NC following worship. Please sign
the sheet in the Narthex with the number in your party if you plan to attend or, as always, call the church

ofhice.

SHARING THE BOUNTY FOOD DRIVE

After missing last year, the Social Ministry Committee is once again sponsoring our annual Homecoming
Sharing the Bounty Food Drive to benefit the Mt. Pleasant Food Bank. We will hand out grocery bags to
families as they depart the church on Homecoming Sunday, Sept 27th. Please return with filled bags for
the hungry the following Sunday, Oct. 4th.



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Cantabile from Concerto in D RV 428 Antonio Vivaldi

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *# Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Lift High the Cross
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
30 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!
GREETING

ELW #660

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.
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GLORIA
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-1y to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.

FIRST READING: GENESIS 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us
and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” ' So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, "7 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers
and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '* Then his brothers also wept, fell down before
him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” " But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place
of God? * Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. *' So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little
ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13
The assembly responds with the refrain. The Deacon reads the text.
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Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and bless His ho - ly name!

' Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.
“Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits—
’who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
‘who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, Refrain
*who satisfies you with good as long as you live
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
°The Lorp works vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"He made known his ways to Moses,



his acts to the people of Israel.
" The Lorbp is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Refrain
’He will not always accuse,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
""He does not deal with us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
"' For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
" as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.
" As a father has compassion for his children,

so the LorD has compassion for those who fear him. Refrain

SECOND READING: ROMANS 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.

''Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. >Some believe
in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. > Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them.
*Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat,
eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give
thanks to God.

" For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. * If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

""Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. "' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

2! Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive?
As many as seven times?” > Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him, **and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions and payment to be made. ** So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”  And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. ** But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” * Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.”* But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. > When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. * Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. * Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?” ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. > So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry



HYMN OF THE DAY

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW #803
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count but loss and pour con - tempt on all  my pride.
charm me most, I sac -1 - fice them to  his blood.
SOr - TOow meet, or thorns com - pose SO rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting, Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
ANTHEM Lord, Make Us Worthy Natalie Sleeth
OFFERING

You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

OFFERTORY Doxology
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http://www.stjohnsconcord.com/give

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied
by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel
with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to
share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all
glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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SONG DURING DISTRIBUTION

Where Charity and Love Prevail

ELW #359
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1 Where char -1 - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev-er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each  oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on -ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen- tle - ness.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs
of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

+ SENDING ++

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ' Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW #324
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter to the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.
DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Marche Guillaume Lasceux

15



SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry

Dr. Kevin Carmody

Carol Hinson

Linda Austin, Whitney & Adam Bost
Roman & Davis Dorton, Bob Shuping

Presiding Minister
Preaching

Director of Music
Lector

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Terry & Kina Hinson Broadcast Team
Don & Paula Ritchie Altar Guild
Emily Hartsell & Meredith Dorton  Nursery Attendants
Connor Rowland Teller Lead
CONTACT US
BY PHONE

Church Office (704) 436-6081

ONLINE

Office Email ofhice@stjohnsconcord.com

ON-SITE
Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025

Church Office Hours Mon-Fri, 8am to 1:30pm
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

< Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.
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