StJohn's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026 + Baptismal Festival + Blessing of the Backpacks



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

2
%

R
°

We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you.

A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s.

Altarﬂowers are a meaning[ul way fo glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift 0f$75 to the Sl.]ohn’s

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office.

HOLY COMMUNION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
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please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.
Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a

watfer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in

the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.

To add a name, pleasc submit a request through our website or contact the church oﬁ%e.
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY THIS WEEK
Please join our Monday Night Bible Study, focusing on Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28, at 6pm in Goins Hall.

WELCA BI-ANNUAL MEETING
The WELCA Bi-Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 16th at 3pm with the Executive
Meeting at 2:30pm.

CALLING ALL KNOTTERS

Calling all Knotters and any ladies who would like to help with putting together baby layette kits for
Lutheran World Relief. We will meet August 20th in Goins Hall at 9:30am. If time allows, we may pin a
quilt for sewing later. Please come and join us!

THANK YOU!

Dear St. John’s Congregation, I want to thank you all for your kindness during the recent death of my
grandmother. I know she was so glad to be home! Thank you to Pastor Matt for his thoughtful words, the
choir for their beautiful voices, the cemetery committee for preparing the grave site, and members of the
congregation who sent cards and prayers. Grandma was a special lady who loved The Lord with her entire
being. She exuded love and positivity, the words she lived by! Wishing you all God’s Peace and Love.
Andrea Rillorta & The Jane Bost Family

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, KEVIN CARMODY, MEET & GREET LUNCH

We will have a catered lunch following worship on Sunday, August 16th as we welcome our newly
appointed Director of Music! There is a sigh up sheet in the narthex if you plan to attend the meal. Last
day to sign up is Wednesday, August 12th.

MARK YOU CALENDARS!

Our second Family Fun Night is set for Sunday, September 13th at 5:00pm in conjunction with God’s
Work, Our Hands Sunday. In addition to enjoying fun, food, and fellowship, we will be packing bags for
the Sonshine Backpack Ministry. Please join us — and invite a friend!



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us

to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Shout to the Lord
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GREETING

ELW #821

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.

FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 19:9-18
A reading from 1st Kings.

® At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now
there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake, '>and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of
sheer silence. > When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '*He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.” ©* Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness
of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ° Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet
in your place. "Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. ** Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: ROMANS 10:5-15

A reading from Romans.

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these
things will live by them.” ° But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
“Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) " “or “Who will descend into the abyss?””
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what does it say?

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), * because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ' For one believes with the
heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. '' The scripture
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” ** For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. " For “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

" But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? "> And
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:22-33
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

*?[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while
he dismissed the crowds.” And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, *but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. ** And early in the morning he came walking toward them
on the sea. ** But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. * But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.”

* Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” * He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. * But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
*'Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” ** When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756
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+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM +

God meets us in ordinary water and with Word and promise, gives us new birth through the power of the Spirit.

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

[ present Cora Madelyn Thomas and Piper Lynette Henley for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Cora, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized into
Christ? If so, say I do.

Family and sponsors of Piper, do you desire to have Piper baptized into Christ? If so, say I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Cora and Piper and pray for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Candidates and Sponsors, Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? If so, say I renounce them.

Candidates, Sponsors, and People of God: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting,

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus'
death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life. Wash away the sin
of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM
I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY

OFFERING
You may give online, by visiting www.stiohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115,
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OFFERING SONG Doxology
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

¥
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

12



SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body

and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING OF STUDENTS & TEACHERS / BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

For the marvels of your creation, we praise you, O God.
For the opportunity to explore and study, we praise you, O God.
For those who guide us, teachers and mentors, we praise you, O God.

Let us pray for students. Bless these backpacks and the students who carry them. Fill minds with curiosity,
hearts with kindness, and lives with courage. When the days are exciting, remind us that you rejoice with
us. When the days are difhcult, remind us that you walk beside us. And every time we see this bag tag,
remind us of your promise: that you are always with us, and you always have our back; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for teachers. Almighty God, grant teachers the gift of joy and insight, and students the gift of
diligence and openness, that all may grow in what is good and honest and true. Support all who teach and

all who learn, that together we may know and follow your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, Father, ' Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When Peace Like a River ELW #785
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen  Presiding Minister
The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry  Director of Discipleship & Outreach
Jana Thomas Guest Musician
Anne Shuping Lector
Anne Shuping, Sandy Hickman & Linda Austin  Communion Assistants
Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder, Gerald Cline, Stan Parnell  Ushers
Peyton Trexler & Natalie Ray Nursery Attendants
Patti Fletcher & Roger Martin  Broadcast Support
Peggy Clontz  Altar Guild
Rathel Goodman Teller Lead

CONTACT US

BY PHONE
Church Office (704) 436-6081

ONLINE

Office Email ofhice@stjohnsconcord.com

ON-SITE
Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

< Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.
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