
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 30, 2026 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.  

 
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office.  

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                   Words of Amber                                              Ólafur Arnalds  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                              Praise the Lord! O Heavens                                ELW #823 

    
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES 
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.  
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FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 15:15-21 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
15 O Lord, you know; 
   remember me and visit me, 
   and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
  In your forbearance do not take me away; 
   know that on your account I suffer insult. 
  16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
   and your words became to me a joy 
   and the delight of my heart, 
  for I am called by your name, 
   O Lord, God of hosts. 
  17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
   nor did I rejoice; 
  under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
   for you had filled me with indignation. 
  18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
   my wound incurable, 
   refusing to be healed? 
  Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
   like waters that fail. 
19 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
  If you turn back, I will take you back, 
   and you shall stand before me. 
  If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
   you shall serve as my mouth. 
  It is they who will turn to you, 
   not you who will turn to them. 
  20 And I will make you to this people 
   a fortified wall of bronze; 
  they will fight against you, 
   but they shall not prevail over you, 
  for I am with you 
   to save you and deliver you, 
  says the Lord. 
  21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
   and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:9-21 
A reading from Romans. 
 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in 
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality 
to strangers. 
   14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep 
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, 
give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
   24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 
what will they give in return for their life? 
   27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                         The Rev. Matt Hansen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY                        O God, My Faithful God                                        ELW #806 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
ANTHEM                                         Bind Us Together, Lord                                             Bob Gillman            
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
                                                  
OFFERTORY                              Doxology 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING               
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                           On Our Way Rejoicing                                              ELW #537  

 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                               Spring Song                                                          Jules Massenet   
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Rev. Matt Hansen Pastor 

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry Director of Discipleship & Outreach 

Dr. Kevin Carmody Director of Music  

Dawson Yow Acolyte 

Anne Shuping Lector 

Anne Shuping, Sandy Hickman, Linda Austin Communion Assistants 

Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder, Gerald Cline, Stan Parnell Ushers 

Peyton Trexler, Natalie Ray Nursery Attendants 

Hailey Fletcher, Salem Austin Broadcast Support 

Peggy Clontz Altar Guild 

Rathel Goodman Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081  

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 
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