Stjohn's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2026



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!
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We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you.

A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s.

Altarﬂowers are a meaning[ul way fo glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift 0f$75 to the Sl.]ohn’s

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office.

HOLY COMMUNION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
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please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.
Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a

watfer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in

the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.

To add a name, pleasc submit a request through our website or contact the church oﬁ%e.
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY THIS WEEK
Join us in Goins Hall at 6 p.m. tomorrow for Pastor Matt’s Bible study. The appointed text is Matthew
16:21-28.

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE MEETING

The Worship and Music Committee will meet on Monday, August 24th following Bible study. If you are
not coming for Bible study, we will meet at approximately 7:10 p.m. Please let Ellen know if you are able
to attend.

GOODTIMERS SCHEDULE SET

The Goodtimers lunch that was held on August 5th was a great success! It was enjoyed so much by
everyone that attended that they have decided to meet for lunch every first Thursday of the month at
Noon. The next gathering will take place on September 3rd at Troutman’s in Concord. Sign up on the
sheet in the Narthex, online, or — as always — by calling the church ofhce.

HERITAGE CENTER HOLY COMMUNION
The Heritage Center Communion service will be held at 10 am on Tuesday, August 25th.

VIA DE CHRISTO WEEKENDS THIS FALL

The Fall Via de Cristo weekends are coming up! The men’s weekend is September 24th-27th, the
women’s weekend is October 1st-4th, and the mixed weekend is October 8th-11th. These weekends will
be held at Camp Bethelwoods in York, SC. We have several members on teams this Fall. For men’s
weekend: Rathel Goodman and David Johnson. For women’s weekend: Ellen Goodman, Susan Hayes,
Carol Hinson, Melanie Hudson and Bonnie Shoaf. Feel free to reach out to any of these folks. Via de
Cristo is a great gift you can give to yourself!

THANK YOU!
Dear St. John’s Friends, Thank you for all the cards, calls and prayers. They were a blessing over the last
few months after being in the hospital. I appreciate your kindness and friendship. — Lynn Ritchie

THANK YOU!

Thank you for your kind words, prayers, and condolences as we remember and mourn the loss of my
grandmother. Your love, support, and thoughtfulness have brought comfort to our family during this
difhcult time. We are truly grateful for our church family and for keeping us in your prayers. Your
kindness means more to us than words can express. — With heartfelt gratitude, David, Bonita & Family



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Adagio M. Clementi

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us

to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - ¢ - zer: “Hith-er by thy help T've come™;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, T feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
TN,
Y P—F o P o, s e P8 P F
LI — 1 ! — i ! — [ I —
1 — T 1 — T —
N u — — |
) TTR—r— p— o [ \ —
Sis== ' e
S f? J B
teach me ev - er a - dore thee; may T still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 51:1-6

A reading from Isaiah.

' Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
?Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.
?For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
*Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
>I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
°Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.



SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:1-8

A reading from Romans.

' appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. > Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

> For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. * For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function,
>s0 we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. * We
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; " ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; Y the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

¥ Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” * And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” "> He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?” ' Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. "* And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” * Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Hopefulness ELW #765
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all Joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - I - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose ftrust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel -come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice s con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray.
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray.
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting, Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Trusting in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

God of the church, you called Peter to confess Jesus as the Messiah and built your church upon the faith
you gave him. Give your people courage to confess Christ not only with our words, but through lives of
mercy, generosity, and love. Keep your church faithful to its calling and open to the movement of your
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of wisdom, you entrust your people with the work of binding and loosing, forgiving and reconciling.
Where relationships are strained, communities divided, or old wounds remain, give us humility to listen,
courage to speak truth, and grace to seek reconciliation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, guide all who hold positions of authority and responsibility. Turn leaders away from
violence, pride, and self-interest. Protect those who live amid war, persecution, hunger, or fear, and lead
the nations in paths of justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of compassion, draw near to all who are sick, grieving, lonely, anxious, or overwhelmed. Be present
with those whose needs are known to us and those who suffer in silence. Surround them with people who
will bear your love to them in tangible ways. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of this congregation, you ask each generation of disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Deepen our
faith and shape our common life around our answer. Give us courage to follow where Christ leads,
especially when the way is unfamiliar, and help us trust that your Spirit is already at work ahead of us.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of resurrection, we give thanks for all the saints who confessed Christ with their lives and now rest in
you. Keep us steadfast in faith until that day when, with Peter and all your saints, we gather in the fullness

of your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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-+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

ANTHEM Here On Jesus Christ I Will Stand (Kwake Yesu nasimama) arr. Greg Scheer

OFFERING
You may give online, by visiting www.stiohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.

OFFERTORY Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav’n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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http://www.stjohnsconcord.com/give

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION ELW #518, ELW #4382

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING

+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Almighty God, Father, ' Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN You Are the Way ELW #758
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1 You are the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rtend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu'ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Unto God Be The Glory Gilbert Martin
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen  Pastor
The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry  Director of Discipleship & Outreach
Dr. Kevin Carmody  Director of Music
Dawson Yow Acolyte
Anne Shuping Lector
Anne Shuping, Sandy Hickman & Linda Austin = Communion Assistants
Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder, Gerald Cline & Stan Parnell Ushers
Ellen Goodman  Nursery Attendants
Patti Fletcher  Broadcast Support
Peggy Clontz  Altar Guild
Rathel Goodman  Teller Lead

CONTACT US

BY PHONE
Church Office (704) 436-6081

ONLINE

Office Email ofhce@stjohnsconcord.com

ON-SITE

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

= Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.

&5 StJohnis
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