
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the installation of ​

Dr. Kevin Carmody as Director of Music by the people of St. John’s. 
 

Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 
Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 

please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  
❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 

wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  
❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 

the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​
​

To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME KEVIN CARMODY! 
We are excited to welcome our new Director of Music, Dr. Kevin Carmody, to the St. John’s family! Join 
us for a catered meal in Goins Hall following worship today! 
 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY THIS WEEK 
Join us in Goins Hall at 6 p.m. tomorrow for Pastor Matt’s Bible study. The appointed text is Matthew 
16:13-20. 
 
WELCA BI-ANNUAL MEETING 
The WELCA Bi-Annual Meeting is scheduled for today, August 16th, at 3 p.m. with the Executive 
Meeting at 2:30 p.m.  
 
CALLING ALL KNOTTERS 
Calling all Knotters and any ladies who would like to help with putting together baby layette kits for 
Lutheran World Relief. We will meet August 20th in Goins Hall at 9:30 a.m. If time allows we may pin a 
quilt for sewing later. Please come and join us! 
 
THRIVENT LUNCH TO BE RESCHEDULED 
The Thrivent lunch and information session will be held in October. We are still working on a specific 
date. (Note: this was scheduled for August 16 but has been postponed) 
 
PRESCHOOL BOARD MEETS THIS WEEK 
The St. John’s Preschool Board of Directors will meet August 17th at 4:30 p.m. in Goins Hall. 
 
WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE MEETS NEXT WEEK 
The Worship and Music Committee will meet on Monday, August 24th following Bible study. If you are 
not coming for Bible study, we will meet at approximately 7:10 p.m. Please let Ellen know if you are able 
to attend.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                                       Trio                                               Georg Andreas Sorge      ​
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                  O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                              ELW #886 

 
 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the minister.  
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 56:1, 6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1 Thus says the Lord:​
   Maintain justice, and do what is right,​
  for soon my salvation will come​
   and my deliverance be revealed.​
  6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,​
   to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,​
   and to be his servants,​
  all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it​
   and hold fast my covenant—​
  7 these I will bring to my holy mountain​
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer;​
  their burnt offerings and their sacrifices​
   will be accepted on my altar,​
  for my house shall be called a house of prayer​
   for all peoples.​
  8 Thus says the Lord God,​
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel:​
  I will gather others to them​
   besides those already gathered. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 11:1-2a, 29-32 
A reading from Romans. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.​
​  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God 
but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in 
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 15:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
   21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the  
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​     ​                                The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                           Healer of Our Every Ill                                   ELW #612 

 
 

☩ RITE OF INSTALLATION ☩ 
 

PRESENTATION 
After prayerful deliberation the Congregation Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church has appointed Dr. 
Kevin Carmody to serve in the position of Director of Music. 
 
The people sit. 
 
ADDRESS & QUESTIONS 
Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of loving service to our 
neighbor. You come among us as one invited to render a particular service, a gift from God to inspire us 
to love and good works. Kevin, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust 
and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God? I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the confessions of the 
Lutheran church and in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America? I 
will, and I ask God to help me. 
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Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of grace and 
in prayer? I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Trusting in God’s care, will you seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence in your 
skills, and adorn the gospel of Jesus Christ with a godly life? I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and 
compassion to perform them. Amen. 
 
The people stand. 
 
People of God, will you receive Kevin into this ministry as one sent to serve in the church of Jesus Christ? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in 
the peace and unity of Christ? We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Kevin, I now declare you installed as Director of Music at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Almighty God ☩ 
bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be a faithful servant of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship: Strengthen and bless your 
servant, Kevin, who, through your gift of music, seeks to enliven our praises and proclaim your word with 
power. Through his ministry give us new awareness of your beauty and grace, and join our voices with all 
the choirs of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
People of God, I present to you, Dr. Kevin Carmody, your Director of Music. Let us welcome him in the 
name of Christ. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
ANTHEM                                Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup                                  Jeremy Young            
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERTORY                ​   ​ ​ Doxology 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER ​
Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 
☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                            My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                      ELW #759  

 
DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE​                    Prelude & Chaconne in C BuxWV 137                   Dietrich Buxtehude            
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Rev. Matt Hansen Pastor 

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry Director of Discipleship & Outreach 

Dr. Kevin Carmody Director of Music  

Dawson Yow Acolyte 

Anne Shuping Lector 

Anne Shuping, Sandy Hickman & Linda Austin Communion Assistants 

Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder, Gerald Cline & Stan Parnell Ushers 

Emily Hartsell & Meredith Dorton Nursery Attendants 

Hailey Fletcher Broadcast Support 

Peggy Clontz Altar Guild 

Rathel Goodman Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081  

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 
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