
Five Days in 
the Kingdom

A Devotional Bible Study from Matthew 13

"The kingdom of heaven is like..." Jesus said these words again and 
again, offering us five small windows into something wonderfully 

large. This five-day devotional invites you to sit with each parable, one 
day at a time, and discover where God's kingdom is already at work in 

your everyday life. Each day includes a key verse, a short reflection, 
questions to ponder, and a closing prayer. Find a quiet spot, open your 

heart, and look for the kingdom.



DAY 1

The Mustard Seed: Small Beginnings 
Matter

KEY VERSE

"It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown, 

it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so 

that the birds of the air make nests in its branches." — 

Matthew 13:32

Devotional

Have you ever held a mustard seed? It is so tiny you 

might lose it between your fingers. In Jesus' day, people 

thought of mustard as a common weed, the kind of 

plant that spreads quietly without anyone paying much 

attention. It was not glamorous. It was not impressive. 

And yet, Jesus says this is exactly what the kingdom of 

heaven is like.

God's kingdom does not always arrive with a parade or a 

headline. It starts small, hidden, and easy to overlook. A 

kind word offered to someone who is lonely. A child 

who sits beside someone eating lunch alone. A small 

church in a small town doing faithful work year after 

year. These things may seem insignificant, but they are 

the kingdom growing, reaching, and becoming shelter 

for those who need it most.

Think about the mouse and the lion. The mouse seemed 

too small to matter. Yet her small act of kindness freed a 

mighty lion. Even the smallest things, the smallest acts of 

love, can change everything. God is not waiting for you 

to become impressive. He is already at work in your 

ordinary, everyday smallness.

Reflection Questions

Can you think of a time when 

something small made a big 

difference in your life or 

someone else's life?

1.

Where in your own life might 

God be doing something quietly 

that you have not yet noticed?

2.

What is one small act of kindness 

you could offer to someone this 

week?

3.

Prayer

Lord, thank you that you do not 

despise small things. Help me to trust 

that even my small acts of love and 

faithfulness matter in your kingdom. 

Open my eyes to see the tiny seeds of 

your grace growing all around me. 

Remind me today that nothing done 

in your name is ever wasted. Amen.



DAY 2

The Yeast: Hidden and Alive

KEY VERSE

"The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed with three measures of flour until 

all of it was leavened." — Matthew 13:33

Devotional

Imagine a woman kneeling over an enormous mound 

of dough, nearly eighty pounds of flour, working a tiny 

bit of yeast into every fold and corner. You cannot see 

the yeast once it is mixed in. You cannot point to it and 

say, "There it is." And yet, over the next few hours, the 

whole batch rises, light and full of life, because of what 

was invisibly at work inside.

God's kingdom works the same way. It is not always 

visible. It does not always announce itself. But it is alive 

and active, working from the inside out, changing 

things quietly and completely. When God's presence is 

at work in a person, in a family, in a community, things 

begin to rise. Courage rises where there was fear. Hope 

rises where there was despair. Love rises where there 

was coldness.

Without yeast, bread is flat and hard. Without God's 

kingdom at work in our lives, life can feel the same way. 

But the good news is this: God's reign is always at work, 

even when we cannot see it, even when we feel stuck 

or discouraged. The kingdom is not absent just because 

it is hidden. It is bubbling quietly, working in ways we 

may not understand until something beautiful rises up 

before our eyes.

Reflection Questions

Has there ever been a time when 

you felt like nothing good was 

happening, and then suddenly 

things changed? What do you 

think God may have been doing 

beneath the surface?

1.

In what area of your life do you 

most need God's kingdom to be at 

work right now?

2.

How can you be like yeast for 

someone around you this week, 

quietly bringing encouragement 

and life?

3.

Prayer

Lord, even when I cannot see you 

working, help me to trust that you are. 

Fill every part of my life with your 

presence, the way yeast fills all of the 

dough. Where I feel flat or 

discouraged, let your kingdom rise in 

me. Help me to be a quiet carrier of 

your grace to everyone I meet today. 

Amen.



DAY 3

The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl: Worth 
Everything

KEY VERSE

"In joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 

field." — Matthew 13:44

Devotional

Two short stories sit side by side in Matthew 13, and they 

whisper the same wonderful truth. A man stumbles 

upon a treasure buried in a field and, overflowing with 

joy, sells everything he owns to buy that field. A 

merchant spends his whole life searching for the finest 

pearl, and when he finds it, he sells every other pearl he 

has ever collected to purchase just that one.

Both men give up everything, not with grief, not with 

reluctance, but with joy. That is the important detail. The 

kingdom of heaven is not a burden to carry. It is a 

treasure so beautiful, so valuable, so full of wonder that 

everything else in comparison begins to seem small. 

Finding it does not feel like losing things. It feels like 

gaining more than you ever expected.

Jesus is not asking us to be sad or to feel the weight of 

sacrifice. He is inviting us to fall so deeply in love with 

God's kingdom that everything else naturally finds its 

right and lesser place. The treasure is worth the search. 

The pearl is worth the price. God's kingdom is worth 

wholehearted commitment, not because it demands it, 

but because once you truly glimpse its beauty, you will 

want to give your whole self gladly.

Reflection Questions

What does the kingdom of 

heaven look like to you 

personally, your own version of 

the hidden treasure or the pearl?

1.

Is there anything in your life that 

feels more valuable than God's 

kingdom right now? What might 

it mean to reorder your priorities?

2.

What would it look like this week 

to pursue God's kingdom with the 

joyful energy of the man who 

found the treasure?

3.

Prayer

Lord, you are the treasure worth 

everything. Help me to see your 

kingdom so clearly and so beautifully 

that my heart is filled with joy, not 

with reluctance. Wherever I have 

placed other things above you, gently 

show me. And let my whole life 

become a glad and willing response 

to the treasure I have found in you. 

Amen.



DAY 4

The Net: Room for Everyone

KEY VERSE

"The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 

into the sea and caught fish of every kind." — Matthew 

13:47

Devotional

When fishermen cast a large net into the sea, they do not 

get to choose what swims into it. The net catches fish of 

every kind, big and small, familiar and strange, the ones the 

fisherman hoped for and many they never expected. Only 

after the net is pulled to shore do the fishermen sort 

through what they have caught. And importantly, that 

sorting is not our job. It belongs to the angels, at the end of 

the age, according to Jesus.

This parable is a quiet and important reminder: God's 

kingdom is bigger than our categories. It is more inclusive 

than our instincts. It draws in people from every kind of 

background, every kind of story, every kind of struggle. Our 

calling is not to decide who belongs and who does not. Our 

calling is to live peacefully alongside one another, like the 

fish in the net, and to leave the sorting to God.

This is not always easy. We make judgments quickly, often 

without knowing someone's full story. But Jesus 

consistently challenges his followers to trust God with 

outcomes and to focus on love and welcome in the present. 

The kingdom has room for people who are different from 

you. It has room for people who surprise you. And it has 

room for you, exactly as you are, caught up in the same 

wide and gracious net of God's love.

Reflection Questions

Is there someone in your life 

or community whom you have 

been too quick to judge? What 

might it look like to extend 

grace instead?

1.

How does it feel to know that 

God's kingdom is wide enough 

to include people who are very 

different from you?

2.

What is one way you can 

practice leaving judgment to 

God and choosing welcome 

this week?

3.

Prayer

Lord, thank you that your net is 

wide enough for me. Help me to 

trust you with outcomes I cannot 

control and to release my grip on 

judgment. Give me eyes that see 

others the way you see them, as 

people you love and have made 

room for. Teach me to live 

peacefully and generously with 

everyone you have placed in my 

life. Amen.



DAY 5

Looking for the Kingdom: It Is Closer Than 
You Think

KEY VERSE

"Have you understood all this?" — Matthew 13:51

Devotional

At the end of all these parables, Jesus turns to those who 

have been listening and asks a simple, searching 

question: "Have you understood all this?" It is a gentle 

but important question. Understanding is not just about 

knowing information. It is about letting something 

change the way you see, the way you live, the way you 

walk through an ordinary Tuesday.

The kingdom of heaven is not far away. It is not locked 

behind closed doors or reserved for extraordinary 

people in extraordinary places. It is here, now, hidden in 

plain sight. It is in the person facing illness with courage. 

It is in the child who befriends someone who is lonely. It 

is in a repaired relationship, a shared meal, a song sung 

together, a moment of unexpected joy. The kingdom is 

woven into the fabric of everyday life, and Jesus invites 

us to develop the eyes to see it.

This week, go slowly.  Look around you. Notice where 

courage is being shown. Notice where love is being 

quietly offered. Notice where something small is 

growing into something life-giving. The kingdom is not 

coming with great fanfare. It is already here, bubbling 

like yeast, growing like a mustard seed, shining like a 

treasure just beneath the surface of your ordinary days. 

When you find it, you will have more reason to give 

thanks than you ever thought possible.

Reflection Questions

Looking back on this past week, 

where did you catch a glimpse of 

God's kingdom at work in your life 

or in the lives of others?

1.

Which of the five parables, 

mustard seed, yeast, hidden 

treasure, pearl, or net, spoke most 

deeply to you this week, and why?

2.

What is one specific thing you will 

do differently this coming week 

because of what you have been 

reflecting on in these five days?

3.

Closing Prayer

Lord, thank you for the gift of these five 

days and for the parables that have 

opened our eyes a little wider. Help us 

to carry this week's reflections into the 

days ahead. Teach us to look for your 

kingdom not as distant, but near at 

hand. Not as obvious, but hidden. Not 

as static, but alive and growing all 

around us. When we find it, fill our 

hearts with joy and gratitude. And let 

the words of our mouths and the 

meditations of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our 

strength and our redeemer. Amen.


