
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2, 2026 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NURSERY RETURNS TODAY 
The nursery returns today! It will be held in the first room on the left after passing the hallway bathrooms. 
 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
Our Monday night Bible study will take place August 3rd at 6pm in Goins Hall. Please join us! 
 
SIGNUP SHEET IN NARTHEX 
There is a signup sheet in the narthex for the Goodtimers lunch on August 5th. If you plan to attend, 
please sign the sheet or let the office know so we can make a reservation. Please do so by 9am on August 
3rd. 
 
WELCA BI-ANNUAL MEETING 
The WELCA Bi-Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 16th at 3pm with the Executive 
Meeting at 2:30pm.  
 
CALLING ALL KNOTTERS 
Calling all Knotters and any ladies who would like to help with putting together baby layette kits for 
Lutheran World Relief.  We will meet August 20th in Goins Hall at 9:30.  If time allows we may pin a 
quilt for sewing later.  Please come and join us! 
 
NEW ADDRESS 
Please note: New address for David & Elaine Petrea. 728 Klumac Rd., Apt. 103A, Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you for your many acts of kindness as I left St. John’s. I have many memories of my years there, not 
to mention so many dear friends. When I left, I was told there would be “one more thing” from the 
congregation. The “one more thing” arrived and it is a necklace with a charm of the sanctuary and 
engraved on the back of the charm, it reads, “Love, SJLC.  I appreciate your thought and please know the 
necklace now proudly holds its place with my treasures from the other congregations I have served over 
these many years. Love to each & every one of you.  –Catherine Ritch 
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                        ​
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                        ELW #843 

  
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with 
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all 
the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
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FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:1-5 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts;​
   come to the waters;​
  and you who have no money,​
   come, buy and eat!​
  Come, buy wine and milk​
   without money and without price.​
  2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread​
   and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?​
  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,​
   and delight yourselves in rich food.​
  3 Incline your ear, and come to me;​
   listen, so that you may live.​
  I will make with you an everlasting covenant,​
   my steadfast, sure love for David.​
  4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,​
   a leader and commander for the peoples.​
  5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know,​
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you,​
  because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,​
   for he has glorified you. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 9:1-5 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have 
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and 
to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 
over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:13-21 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 
15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said 
to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and 
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate 
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​     ​                The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                   ​     ACS #966 

 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 
☩ MEAL ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                          
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                 ​   Doxology 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ​
Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 
☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                          Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                         ELW #674 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE​                                 
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Rev. Matt Hansen Presiding Minister 

The Rev. Deacon Brittany Perry Preacher, Director of Discipleship & Outreach 

Jana Thomas Guest Musician  

Anne Shuping Lector 

Anne Shuping, Sandy Hickman,  Linda Austin Communion Assistants 

Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder, Gerald Cline, Stan Parnell Ushers 

Kevin & Lisa Edwards Nursery Attendants 

Peggy Clontz Altar Guild 

Rathel Goodman Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081 (Please leave a voice message) 

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664. New Revised Standard Version 
Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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