
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 - Summer Worship Pattern 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Congregation of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT HANSEN 
 

People of St. John’s:  
 
With Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday behind us, the church now 
enters what is often called Ordinary Time, or the Season after 
Pentecost. The festival days are behind us. The paraments turn green 
and will remain that way for many months. After the busy seasons of 
Lent and Easter, the church calendar settles into a slower rhythm. 
 
But don’t let the word ordinary fool you. 
 
This season is anything but unimportant. In fact, it is during these long 
green weeks that we spend a sustained time listening to the teachings 
and miracles of Jesus. From now through the end of October, our 
Sunday Gospel readings will primarily come from Matthew, focusing on Jesus’ ministry, teachings, 
parables, and encounters with those who followed him from the very beginning. 
 
To help us engage these texts more deeply, I will be leading a Monday evening Bible study throughout 
the summer beginning June 8. Each week, we'll explore the upcoming Sunday Gospel lesson together, 
preparing our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
Summer often brings vacations, beach trips, family gatherings, and a nice change of pace. My hope is that 
these relaxed rhythms also create space for deeper reflection. As some of the usual demands of the year ease, 
perhaps God is inviting us to listen more closely to the voice of Christ and allow these stories to strengthen 
and transform our faith. 
 
May this season of green growth deepen our faith and remind us of the many good gifts our Lord 
continues to provide. Week after week. 
 
Walking alongside you, 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VIRTUAL FATHER’S DAY BOUQUETS 
What better way to remember or honor a dad that you love, than with a virtual bouquet? Complete the 
form below and submit a donation of any size to the altar flower fund. Virtual bouquets will be listed in 
the bulletin on Father’s Day. Please submit forms no later than Tuesday, June 16. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO KATE BLACKWELDER 
Kate Blackwelder, granddaughter of Pat Blackwelder, graduated from James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, VA. She graduated Cum Laude with a degree in Media Arts & Design, a concentration in 
Digital Video & Cinema and a Minor in Theatre.  Last June she had the opportunity to go to New York 
through a three week intensive film program and direct a film she wrote. She has produced two more short 
films since.  She plans to move back to Charlotte in August to start her career in film.  
 
NO NURSERY DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS 
The nursery is on hiatus until the beginning of August. But please remember that our youngest disciples 
are always welcome in the sanctuary!  
 
SYNOD GATHERING A SUCCESS 
Thank you to Ellen Goodman and Carol Hinson for participating in this year’s NC Synod Gathering at 
Lenoir-Rhyne!  
 
THANK YOU FROM ETTA ROWLAND! 
Dear Church Family, Thank you for the prayers, cards, and phone calls following my back surgery. I am 
doing well and glad to be back in church. My legs are working well and improving daily. Thank you 
again for your support and well wishes - God Bless You All! Love always, Etta Rowland 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: FAMILY FUN NIGHT AT THE FELLOWSHIP BUILDING 
On June 28, from approximately 5pm to 9pm, we will gather at the Fellowship Building and recreation 
area for pickleball, basketball, crafts, fellowship for all ages, and – of course – food! If you are interested in 
helping the Christian Education Committee in volunteering for this event, please reach out to the church 
office.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                        ​
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                       Morning Has Broken                                    ​     ELW #556           

 
 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit 
bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: HOSEA 5:15—6:6  
A reading from Hosea. 
 
 15 I will return again to my place​
   until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.​
   In their distress they will beg my favor:​
​
  6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD,​
   for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;​
   he has struck down, and he will bind us up.​
  2 After two days he will revive us;​
   on the third day he will raise us up,​
   that we may live before him.​
  3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;​
   his appearing is as sure as the dawn;​
  he will come to us like the showers,​
   like the spring rains that water the earth.”​
​
  4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?​
   What shall I do with you, O Judah?​
  Your love is like a morning cloud,​
   like the dew that goes away early.​
  5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;​
   I have killed them by the words of my mouth,​
   and my judgment goes forth as the light.​
  6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,​
   the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 4:13-25 
A reading from Romans. 
 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is 
there transgression.​
   16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith 
of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), 
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when 
he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), 
and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but 
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9:9-13, 18-26​
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said 
to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.​
   10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus 
and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 
not come to call the righteous but sinners.”​
​
   18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, 
“My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and 
followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood 
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, 
“If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus 
came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go 
away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put 
outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through 
all of that district. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​            ​        The Rev. Matt Hansen 
​
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HYMN OF THE DAY                We Come to You for Healing, Lord                                  ELW #617 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

11 



 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY                                         Victory in Jesus                                              Eugene Bartlett  
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                 ​   Doxology 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ​
Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                         I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me                               ​     ELW #860        

   
 
DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE​                                 
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Reverend Matt Hansen Pastor 

Jana Thomas Guest Musician  

Fletcher Family Lector 

Patti & Hailey Fletcher, Gerald Cline Communion Assistants 

Hartsell Family  Livestream Support 

                             Meredith Dorton & Ellen Goodman Nursery Attendants 

                                                   Patti & Hailey Fletcher Altar Guild 

Larry Allman Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081 (Please leave a voice message) 

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Fri, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 
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