
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026 - Summer Worship Pattern 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s.  

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, 
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a 
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT HANSEN 
 

People of St. John’s:  
 
In this week’s Gospel text, Jesus speaks some harsh words. It can be a 
tough text to preach – at least at first glance. Jesus warns his disciples 
that following him will not always bring approval, comfort, or ease. In 
fact, discipleship will likely bring opposition and suffering.  
 
Jesus tells his newly minted disciples to “take up your cross” long before 
they had any indication that it would lead to anything beyond 
suffering, brutality, and death. And yet, it is the shape of the Christian 
life. To follow Jesus means trusting him not only in good times, but 
also through hardship, sacrifice, and uncertainty. It means placing 
Christ above every earthly allegiance and believing that God’s promises 
are more enduring than anything this world can offer. 
 
It’s a lot to absorb. But these words are not without hope. Again and again, Jesus tells his disciples, “Do not 
be afraid.” Jesus sends them – and us – into a difficult world, but also promises to never abandon us.  
 
Week after week, Christ gathers us around Word and Sacrament, strengthens us with his presence, and 
sends us back into the world bearing the hope of the Gospel. The work is no doubt difficult, but we do not 
carry our crosses alone. We follow the crucified and risen Lord, trusting that beyond every cross stands the 
promise of resurrection. 
 
And if this is not enough, turn to the Apostle Paul. In our second reading this week, Paul makes this 
abundantly clear: “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his.”  
 
Together, we press forward trusting in a hope that will never disappoint.  
 
Walking alongside you, 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME TO BRITTANY PERRY! 
Brittany Perry, our Director of Discipleship & Outreach, will begin her work among us this week. Her 
email is brittany@stjohnsconcord.com 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Family Fun Night, which is a multi-generational, community-focused night of fellowship, will take place 
June 28 from 5pm to 9pm. We will have food, heritage-focused trivia, pickleball, basketball, and more! 
Please join us! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO JIM & SUSAN HAYES! 
Congratulations to Jim and Susan Hayes as they celebrate their 51st wedding anniversary today. The stand 
flowers last week were in their honor.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                        ​     O Jesus, I Have Promised ​ ​ ​        arr. Edward Broughton 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                   Let the Whole Creation Cry                                       ELW #876     

 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to 
fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except 
that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 20:7-13 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
 7 O LORD, you have enticed me,​
   and I was enticed;​
  you have overpowered me,​
   and you have prevailed.​
  I have become a laughingstock all day long;​
   everyone mocks me.​
  8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out;​
   I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”​
  For the word of the LORD has become for me​
   a reproach and derision all day long.​
  9 If I say, “I will not mention him​
   or speak any more in his name,”​
  then within me there is something like a burning fire​
   shut up in my bones;​
  I am weary with holding it in,​
   and I cannot.​
  10 For I hear many whispering:​
   “Terror is all around!​
  Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”​
   All my close friends​
   are watching for me to stumble.​
  “Perhaps he can be enticed,​
   and we can prevail against him​
   and take our revenge on him.”​
  11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;​
   therefore my persecutors will stumble,​
   and they will not prevail.​
  They will be greatly shamed,​
   for they will not succeed.​
  Their eternal dishonor​
   will never be forgotten.​
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  12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous;​
   you see the heart and the mind;​
  let me see your retribution upon them,​
   for to you I have committed my cause.​
​
  13 Sing to the LORD;​
   praise the LORD!​
  For he has delivered the life of the needy​
   from the hands of evildoers. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 6:1b-11 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who died to 
sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.​
   5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin 
once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 10:24-39 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough 
for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!​
   26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret 
that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.​
   32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.​
   34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a 
sword.​
  35 For I have come to set a man against his father,​
  and a daughter against her mother,​
  and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,​
  36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.​
 37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​            ​        The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            Will You Come and Follow Me  (vv. 1, 2, & 5)                ​    ELW #798 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY                                       10,000 Reasons                                setting by Lloyd Larson  
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                 ​   Doxology 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and 
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER ​
Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                             O Jesus, I Have Promised                                       ELW #810 

  
DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE ​ ​ ​ ​ Trumpet Tune in F                                                  Roy Brunner​  
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Reverend Matt Hansen Pastor 

John Bailey Guest Musician  

Fletcher Family Lector 

Patti & Hailey Fletcher, Gerald Cline Communion Assistants 

Bob Cavalline, Rick McRorie, Ken & David Rowland Ushers 

Hartsell Family Broadcast Team 

                                                   Patti & Hailey Fletcher Altar Guild 

Larry Allman Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081 

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Fri, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664. New Revised Standard Version 
Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. O Jesus, I Have Promised(arr. Broughton): arrangement (c) 2005 

Lorenz Publishing Co.; Trumpet Tune in F(Brunner): (c) 1992 Lillenas Publishing Co. 
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