Stjohn's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026 - Summer VVorship Pattern



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

% We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you're a visitor, please enter your name in the
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you.

% A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

< Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

% Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

< A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

R

< Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

ALTAR FLOWERS

Today’s altar flowers are given by Carol Hinson to the glory of God and
in honor of Amelia Ritchie’s 91st birthday on July 8th.

Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s
Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office.

HOLY COMMUNION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
please come forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.

% Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a
wafer, please indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

% Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer.

To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office.
Scan the QR code below to view the current list.




A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT HANSEN

People of St. John’s:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

In this week’s reading, notice that Jesus doesn’t first ask us to become stronger or
more faithful. Jesus simply invites us. The rest he promises isn’t found in having an
easier life, but in belonging to him. In Christ, our burdens are no longer ours to carry alone.

So we gather here at St. John’s to hear that same promise. In worship, scripture, prayer, and Holy
Communion, Jesus meets us again with his grace, and sends us back into the world renewed.

If you’re carrying a heavy burden this week, know that you do not carry it alone. As the people of God,
we’re yoked together — and, most importantly — to him.

o

THANK YOU FROM THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Thank you for making our first-ever Family Fun Night a huge success! We had over 100 people enjoy

ANNOUNCEMENTS

food, fellowship and games at the St. John’s Community Center. Thank you to all the volunteers, families,
and friends who made this event possible.

NO MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY JULY 6 - PASTOR MATT OUT OF TOWN

We will not meet for Monday Night Bible study this week. Pastor Matt will be attending the Rostered
Ministers Gathering of the ELCA in Indianapolis from July 6 to 9. For pastoral care, please reach out to the
church ofhce. We will resume on Monday, July 13 at 6pm and focus on Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.

BROADCAST TEAM TRAINING NEXT WEEK
Volunteers interested in assisting in the weekly worship broadcast will gather in the narthex at 9am next
Sunday, July 12, for a training with Pastor Matt.

RETURN OF THE GOODTIMERS - AUGUST 5th!

Pastor Matt and Deacon Brittany would like to gather for lunch with the Goodtimers (those typically 70+,
but adjacent ages welcome). We will meet at Mt. Pleasant Smokehouse at 12pm on August 5th. A sign-up
sheet is in the Narthex.



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us

to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
will all our sor-rowsshare?

Can we find a friend so faith - ful who
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take

it

to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
GREETING

ELW #742

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts

are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve

you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.

FIRST READING: ZECHARIAH 9:9-12
A reading from Zechariah.

’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
""He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
“Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 7:15-25a

A reading from Romans.

1 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. '’ Now
if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. " But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that
dwells within me. " For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire
to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. "’ For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do
not want is what I do. “'Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells
within me. *' So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ** For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, “ but I see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched person that I am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death? “* Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '°“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in

the marketplaces and calling to one another,
7“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

" “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; "’ the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!”
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

% At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. 77 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him. *“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. ** Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. ' For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, T  free - ly give
31 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry  one, lay down your head up - on my breast”
the liv -ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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1 Je - sus as [ was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
I Je - sus, and [ drank of that life - giv - ing  stream;
1 Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and that light of life T'll walk all trav-"ling days are done.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

ELW #611



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY Come to Me, O Weary Traveler Dunstan/Rowan
OFFERING

You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.

OFFERING SONG Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be -low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.


http://www.stjohnsconcord.com/give

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and
who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled

with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit

nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Refrain
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;

Refrain
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'l be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SERVING TODAY

The Reverend Matt Hansen

Deacon Brittany Perry

Carol Hinson

Sandy Hickman

Ken, David & Bonita Rowland

Patti Fletcher

Phillip Casper, Keith Cook, Jeff Culp & Phil Fisher
Etta & Bonita Rowland

Jacob Sigler

Pastor

Director of Discipleship & Outreach
Guest Musician

Lector

Communion Assistants

Broadcast Team

Ushers

Altar Guild

Teller Lead

CONTACT US

BY PHONE

Church Office (704) 436-6081

ONLINE

Office Email ofhce@stjohnsconcord.com

ON-SITE
Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025

Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am to Noon
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

= Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.

&5 StJohnis
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