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Easter Sunday 
7:00am and 10:00am ☩ April 5, 202 6 

 
 
 

 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come 
forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a wafer, please 
indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HAPPY EASTER! 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God 
shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of 
praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to 
proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
If you are a visitor, please sign in the guestbook in the narthex. Pastor Matt is happy to meet with you and 
learn more about your faith journey. We are glad you are here. 
 
NO NURSERY TODAY 
As we celebrate the joy of the resurrection, we welcome children of all ages to participate in our festival 
worship services. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED MONDAY 
The church office will be closed Monday, April 6 in observance of Easter Monday. 
 
SPRING CLASSIC RESTAURANT TRIP 
We will be heading to the Classic Restaurant in Denton on Sunday, May 3rd, following worship. Please 
sign up on the sheet in the narthex by the end of April. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY FOR CATHERINE RITCH 
Save the date! On April 19th, after worship, we will have a catered lunch to honor Catherine. Her last 
Sunday with us, as our Youth Director, Organist, and Choir Director, is April 26t.h. Please sign up to be a 
part of this celebration! Sign-up sheets are in the usual places. Come and BRING A STORY to share about 
these years we've spent together with Catherine. There will be a basket for cards. If you have pictures for a 
slide show, please send to Patti at fletcherpatti@gmail.com. Call Rathel with any questions or suggestions 
at 704-562-3323.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
EASTER PROCLAMATION  
In the name of the Father, and the ☩ Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. 
Alleluia! 
 
The sun has risen, and so has the Son of God! 
The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 

The stone is rolled away! The tomb is empty! 
 
Christ has conquered death! And we are raised 
with him! 
 
This is the day the Lord has made! Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it! 
 
Come, people of God, let us worship the Risen 
Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia. 
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GATHERING HYMN                 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia                ELW #369 

 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may 
live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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GOSPEL: JOHN 20:1-18 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him." 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet. 13They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14When she had said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16Jesus said to her, 
"Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, 
"Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                         Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                     ELW #367            
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☩​

FESTIVAL​
WORSHIP​

☩  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We 
thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the 
waters that nourish us; for Dutch Buffalo Creek, Cold Water Creek, and the Rocky River. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for 
your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill 
us with the breath of peace.  
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join 
with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ​            ​​ Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                              ELW #365 

         
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by 
his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we 
may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 
people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Christ is risen! This is the Word of life. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 
PSALM 118:1-2,14-24 
1O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever! 
 2Let Israel say, 
 "His steadfast love endures forever." 
 14The LORD is my strength and my might; 
 he has become my salvation. 
 15There are glad songs of victory in the tents 
of the righteous: 
 "The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
 16the right hand of the LORD is exalted; 
 the right hand of the LORD does valiantly." 
 17I shall not die, but I shall live, 
 and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
 18The LORD has punished me severely, 

 but he did not give me over to death. 
 19Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 that I may enter through them 
 and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20This is the gate of the LORD; 
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
 21I thank you that you have answered me 
 and have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23This is the LORD's doing; 
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:1-4​
A reading from Colossians. 

1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Christ is risen! This is the Word of life. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing 
white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ 
This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go 
to Galilee; there they will see me”. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​    ​        ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      That Easter Day with Joy was Bright                            ELW #384 
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THE NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERTORY            ​          ​​ ​  The Lamb ​ ​       ​ ​ ​        Coleman            
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                 ​    He’s Done So Much For Me                        Sing! Hymnal #169 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 
brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the     
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE​
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 
bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living 
among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
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ACCLAMATION 

  
 
 
​
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for 
all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death 
to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION                 ​What is the World Like?​ ​     ACS #1047 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
Let us pray. Generous God, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set 
tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into 
freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN​        ​             Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia                                   ELW #364 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
POSTLUDE                                              Toccata in F Major                                                      Widor 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Lilies in Memory of Loved Ones 
In Memory of King & Louise Miller - Given by Troy & Diane Miller 
In Memory of Carl & Nan Ellington - Given by Troy & Diane Miller 
In Memory of Nathan Moose - Given by David & Angela Ferguson 
In Memory of Janie Moose - Given by David & Angela Ferguson 

In Memory of Bernie Ferguson - Given by David & Angela Ferguson 
In Memory of Gerald Ferguson - Given by David & Angela Ferguson 

In Memory of Ned Hudson - Given by Melanie Hudson 
In Memory of Frank & Christine Hopkins - Given by Ken & Etta Rowland 

In Memory of John & Rosa Rowland - Given by Ken & Etta Rowland 
In Memory of Ann & Leon Ensley - Given by Ken & Etta Rowland 
In Memory of John & Pearl Moose - Given by Lynn & Kate Ritchie 
In Memory of Lewis & Ella Ritchie - Given by Lynn & Kate Ritchie 

In Memory of Brenda Cline - Given by Rathel & Ellen Goodman 
In Memory of George & Marie Goodman - Given by Rathel & Ellen Goodman 

In Memory of Turner & Edna Shinn - Given by Rathel & Ellen Goodman 
In Memory of Charles & Lorene Fortune - Given by Sharon & Rick McRorie 

In Memory of Vance “Gene” Miller - Given by Brenda, Wesley & David Miller 
In Memory of Nathan & Stella Miller - Given by Brenda, Wesley & David Miller 
In Memory of Rether & Ollie Frick - Given by Brenda, Wesley & David Miller 

 

Virtual Lilies in Honor of Loved Ones 
In Honor of Dianne Hudson - Given by Melanie Hudson 

In Honor of Joyce Hardin - Given by Rathel & Ellen Goodman 
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