
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 2026 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Ten from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come 
forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a wafer, please 
indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
We rejoice in worship today with the Affirmation of Baptism and Reception of Membership of Hope 
Moose and Travis & Shannon Nesbit.  
 
LENTEN MIDWEEK MEALS & SERVICES 
Join us Wednesday during Lent for a community meal at 6pm in Goins Hall and a 7pm worship service in 
the sanctuary. This week, our theme is the rhythm of ritual.  
 
CONFIRMATION RESUMES TODAY 
Confirmands, join us in the space above the sanctuary at 8:45am. Please bring your Bibles.  
 
WELCA SPRING GATHERING 
The 2026 Stanly/Cabarrus WELCA Spring Gathering will be held March 21st here at St. John’s from 9am 
to Noon. Please reach out to Susan Hayes with questions.  
 
HERITAGE CENTER COMMUNION SERVICE SCHEDULED 
Tuesday, March 24 at 10am. 
 
KENTUCKY MISSION DELIVERY 
There will be one last mission delivery to Kentucky on March 15th. The U-Haul truck will be at the 
church on Saturday, March 14th, from 10am – Noon. 
 
2027 ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 
Every three years, thousands of high schoolers and their adult leaders from across the ELCA come together 
for the ELCA Youth Gathering. It’s not just an event but a movement in which faith ignites and 
community comes alive. Through inspiring speakers, experiential learning and transformative 
connections, young people experience the church in bold, unforgettable ways. Each night, participants 
share a unique faith experience through high-energy worship and powerful storytelling. The Gathering is 
an opportunity to ask big questions, grow in faith and be part of something bigger than yourself.  
 
Open to students in 8th to 12th grade. The 2027 gathering will be June 28 to July 2 in Minneapolis. If you 
are interested in attending, alongside a group from Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, please let Pastor Matt 
know. An interest meeting will be announced soon.  
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME  
      
PRELUDE                               ​ Bread of Life, Living Water​                                    arr. Pedersen           
              ​       
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                  ​    Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken                       ELW #647 

 
 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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LENTEN KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give 
us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: EXODUS 17:1-7 
A reading from Exodus.  
 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you 
on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses 
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did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
The word of the Lord. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
PSALM 95 
We read Psalm 95 responsively.     
 
1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
3 For the Lord is a great God 
    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down; 
    let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture 
    and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
8     Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9 when your ancestors tested me 
    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10 For forty years I loathed that generation 
    and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 
    and they do not regard my ways.” 
11 Therefore in my anger I swore, 
    “They shall not enter my rest.” 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:1-11​
A reading from Romans. 
 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 
God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 
4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.​
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely, 
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of 
God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
The word of the Lord. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: JOHN 4:5-42​
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 
noon.​
  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had 
gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no 
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor 
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Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”​
  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now 
here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 
to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will 
proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”​
  27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one 
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and 
went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him.​
  31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food 
to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him 
something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and 
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor.”​
  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, 
and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, 
“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​            ​        The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                            I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                   ​     ELW #332 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM & RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for the Hope, Travis, and Shannon, whom you have made your 
own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts 
of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the 
name of Christ. Amen.​
​
Introduction to Hope Moose, Travis & Shannon Nesbit​
​
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? If so, say we renounce them.  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? If so, say we renounce them.  
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? If so, say we renounce them. ​
​
People of God, Do you believe in God the Father?​
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?​
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
You have made a public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made 
with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus If so, say we do and we ask God to help and guide us.​
​
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in 
Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in Hope, Travis, and Shannon, the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.​
​
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
LENTEN PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Merciful God, we pray for your holy Church; That we may be one in Christ. 
 
Grant that every member of our congregation may truly and humbly serve you; That your name may be 
glorified among all people. 
 
We pray for bishops, pastors, deacons, and all servants of the gospel; That they may be faithful stewards 
of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; That there may be justice 
and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our lives, marked by the cross, may show 
forth your mercy. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially [you may name your prayer 
concerns here]; That they may be upheld by your steadfast love. 
 
We praise you for the saints who have entered into joy; Bring us also to share in your heavenly 
kingdom. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 
☩ MEAL ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

MENS ENSEMBLE OFFERTORY        Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  ​           Trad. Spiritual            
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                    Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                   ​    ELW #885 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their 
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE​
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age 
to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of 
the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your 
people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of 
Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your 
Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued) 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe 
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION​ ​ Lamb of God ​ ​ ​        ELW Setting 10 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray together. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                  ​    Jesus, the Very Thought of You              ​     ELW #754 

 
 

 

 
15 



 
 

SERVING TODAY
 

The Reverend Matt Hansen Pastor 

Faith Markley Youth Leader & Lector 

Catherine Ritch Director of Music 

Vera Drye, Patti & Hailey Fletcher Communion Assistants 

Jimmy Lentz, Carl Walker, Brandon Fletcher, Brad Cress Ushers 

                                                                    Rowland Family Livestream Support 

Emily Hartsell & Family Nursery Attendants 

Jim & Susan Hayes Altar Guild 

Annette Herring Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Church Office (704) 436-6081 (Please leave a voice message) 

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 
Bulletin Announcement Email announcements@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Fri, 8am to Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664. New Revised Standard Version 
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