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Paschal Triduum
Maundy Thursday + Good Friday + The Great Vigil of Easter
April 2026



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!
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A printed cross + is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body.

Bold Print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

If you would like to use the church nursery during the service, please ask an usher for assistance.
The homemade communion bread is gluten free. If you prefer a wafer, please indicate by raising a
finger as you approach the pastor. Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

THE THREE DAYS or the PASCHAL TRIDUUM

At St. John’s, we observe the Paschal Triduum—Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of
Easter—as one single, unfolding liturgy spread over three days.

The structure of these three days tells one continuous story:

On Maundy Thursday, we remember the night Jesus gave a new commandment—to love one
another as he has loved us. “Maundy” comes from the Latin, mandatum, which means
commandment. We gather around the table, share the Lord’s Supper, and follow his example of
humble service. As we enter these most holy days, we also have an extended Confession and
Forgiveness with an option for individual absolution through the Laying On of Hands. The service
concludes with the Stripping of the Altar, once for practical reasons, now celebrated as a symbol of
Jesus being stripped bare before his execution.

On Good Friday, we enter into the deep sorrow of the cross, hearing the Passion story and
praying for the whole world as Christ lays down his life. At no other time in the church year is the
stark reality of the cross, an instrument of torture and death, as apparant as it is on Good Friday.
On Holy Saturday, we keep watch through the Great Vigil of Easter, the night when light
returns, promises are fulfilled, and we proclaim that Christ is risen. This is the holiest night of the
Christian year. The Vigil begins outside in darkness as we kindle the new fire and hear the ancient
stories of God’s saving acts. We move from silence to song, from darkness to light, from death to

resurrection. In this service of Word, Water, and Meal, we proclaim: Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed! Alleluia!

You'll notice that there is no benediction or dismissal on Thursday or Friday—because the worship never
really ends. Each service flows into the next, drawing us deeper into the mystery of Jesus’ death and

resurrection. This is why we use one combined bulletin for all three liturgies—a physical sign that The

Three Days are one unified act of worship.

In celebrating these sacred days as one story, we remember that God’s love accompanies us through grief
and joy, death and life. This is the journey of faith—and it leads us to Easter morning, where the tomb is
empty and hope is alive.



A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT HANSEN

People of St. John’s:

“This is the night...” we’ll say again, joyfully and expectantly, by candlelight as
the Vigil begins. We'll bless a new paschal candle to be lit during the season of
Easter, but also at funerals and baptisms.

Before this great night, a new commandment is given, bread is broken, the altar
is stripped, and sorrow and grief linger. A wooden cross is carried. A tomb is
sealed.

We don’t skip the hard things.

These are The Three Days—Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil
of Easter. One sweeping story told over time, echoing the very essence of our faith.

We all know the story, but we can never grow weary of experiencing it anew.

The Three Days root us in the ancient Church, in a story bigger than ourselves, and
remind us that Christ’s death and resurrection are not locked in the past, but claim

:

us here and now—drawing together what was, what is, and what is to come.

Come walk with us through the dark. Come rise with us into the light. Come and
see what the Lord will do these Three Days.

Grateful to be journeying with you,
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+ GATHERING ++
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Ubi Caritas Paulinus of Aquilea

“The love of Christ has gathered us into one”

CONEFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the
devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at
baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration
of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

We take a moment for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.



LAYING ON OF HANDS

The assembly is seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the
laying on of hands and to hear words of individual absolution:

“In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive
you all your sins. Amen.”

The laying on of hands is an ancient sign of blessing and commissioning
practiced by the apostles to set people apart for the work of the church. In
Lent, we are reminded both of our sin and our deep need to return to the
Lord. But tonight, we also remember the greater truth: that God meets our
repentance with mercy, and forgives us fully in love.

HYMN There in God’s Garden ELW #342
0 . y
o ——F—F—F5F—FH |
(3= e e e — L — s
&
1 There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav -  ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us n wel - come;
) Ar— i T i  N—
:@m be 7] | D I I
L [ p=| 0 I I [
[ | Lo | | |
J I T - a
whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - fring;
our greed has starved i, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear ~ what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
n } Iy
7 i & 5 - K I
©fFr e | | S ———
) T T | |
Tree of all knowl - edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
0 ; ;
7 f ; !
o+ F T —» S
LhEe ! o B o
pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”



GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your
will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

+ WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: EXODUS 12:1-4, 11-14

A reading from Exodus.

'The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, >“This month shall mark for you the beginning
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. ° Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. *If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

"This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. *I will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to animal, and on all
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. "> The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I

strike the land of Egypt.

"*“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.

* For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, ** and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that

is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” > In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,



“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
% For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: JOHN 13:1-17, 31b-35
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. >The devil had
already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper ° Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and was going to God,
*got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. > Then he poured water into
a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.
®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7]esus answered, “You
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” * Peter said to him, “You will never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” ? Simon Peter said to him,
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” ' For
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”'? After he had washed
their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to
you? > You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. "*So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. '° For I have set you an
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. '° Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 71f you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them.” *"* “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
”1f God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.

¥ Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now
I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ **I give you a new commandment, that you love one
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another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. * By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God, as you have promised and respond as may be best for us as we lift our voices in prayer
saying: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



May your church be a sacrament to the world, showing forth your love to the world, strengthened by the
Holy Spirit, and led by the teachings and example of our Lord, Jesus Christ Lord in your mercy, hear our

prayer.

May our nation be blessed with leaders who serve with humility and the desire to work on behalf of all.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

May your creation be healed of the damage we have done and may we be advocates of new and better
ways of living that are sustainable and life-giving. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

May your people gathered here be ever mindful of the love of Christ and inspired by his example to
embrace his way and be your agents of love in a hurting world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

May all who know sickness and pain know your healing presence in their lives and be made whole and at
peace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

May the dead be remade through your eternal love and rise again in your new age. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Through Christ you have gifted us with all we need for the abundant life you have offered. Remember
your love for us and lead us ever deeper into relationship with you and with one another, through Christ
we pray, who with you and the Holy Spirit are One God, eternal and almighty. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.

OFFERTORY The Savior’s Lament Dengler
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures
with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Meek and majestic God, you set aside the perfection of your Trinitarian life to create the universe, and you
called the children of Abraham to be your priestly kingdom. You gave your people freedom in the parting
of the sea and marked them for life with the blood of the Lamb. In Jesus you laid aside the robe of your
majesty and knelt among your children, facing humiliation and rejection. In his agony in the garden and
suffering on the cross you showed the world the extent of your love and your longing to bring us home to
the throne where we shall join angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, praising your holy
name in the unending hymn.
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SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Self-giving God, in Jesus you became the Lamb who takes away the sins of the world, and the living
bread, broken for the life of your children. Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, that your
people, as fragile and fitful as your disciples, may become your temple, and that these gifts of bread and
wine may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who, at supper with his disciples, took
bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Blessed and broken God, be among your people who taste the bitter herbs of slavery and oppression; be
close to your children who are poured out in grief and despair; remake the church, your Son's body, where
it is broken by discord and dispute; and renew your creation in the joy of thanksgiving. Spread your table
in the face of friends and enemies, that all may know your peace and gather in the company of your saints,
where you, in the presence of Christ and the companionship of the Holy Spirit, are all in all, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer a blessing, please cross your arms as you approach
the pastor. The bread is gluten free and standard wafers are also available. An usher will invite you forward by row.
You may remember your Baptism by dipping your fingers in the font and tracing the cross on your forehead. The
pastor will say “the body of Christ given for you” and an assistant will say “the blood of Christ shed for you.”

Because these gifts come from God, not human hands, it is appropriate to respond with “Amen.”

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your
suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits
of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The Psalm is read while members of the assembly line up and receive altar items from the pastor.
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PSALM 88
Hear these words from Psalm 88.

" O Lord, God of my salvation,
at night, when I cry out before you,
?let my prayer come before you;
incline your ear to my cry.
* For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.
*Iam counted among those who go down to the
Pit;
I am like those who have no help,
> like those forsaken among the dead,
like the slain that lie in the grave,
like those whom you remember no more,
for they are cut off from your hand.
° You have put me in the depths of the Pit,
in the regions dark and deep.
7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
and you overwhelm me with all your waves.
Selah
* You have caused my companions to shun me;
you have made me a thing of horror to them.
I am shut in so that I cannot escape;

my eye grows dim through sorrow.
Every day I call on you, O Lord;
I spread out my hands to you.
" Do you work wonders for the dead?
Do the shades rise up to praise you? Selah
" Is your steadfast love declared in the grave
or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
"> Are your wonders known in the darkness
or your saving help in the land of
forgetfulness?
B Butl, O Lord, cry out to you;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
" O Lord, why do you cast me off?
Why do you hide your face from me?
" Wretched and close to death from my youth
up,
I suffer your terrors; [ am desperate.
' Your wrath has swept over me;
your dread assaults destroy me.
"7 They surround me like a flood all day long;
from all sides they close in on me.
" You have caused friend and neighbor to shun
me;
my companions are in darkness.

We depart in silence. Worship continues tomorrow, April 3, 2026 at Tpm.
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All gather in silence. Because today is a continuation of yesterday’s worship, the typical welcomes and greetings
aren’t present. Instead, we begin worship “in media res” in the middle of a worship service already ongoing.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The assembly stands when the ministers stand.

Let us pray. O Christ, Lamb of God, on this day we offer you the adoration of our hearts, for on the cross
you reveal your suffering love. May we who celebrate the triumph of the cross receive the assurance of
your victory over death and the hope of the resurrection, for you live and reign forever and ever. Amen.

CHORAL PRELUDE So in Love He Came Lopez & Mock
HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus ELW #349
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GOSPEL: JOHN 18:1—19:42
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he
and his disciples entered.” Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often met there
with his disciples. *So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests
and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. * Then Jesus, knowing all
that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” " They answered,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. * When
Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. " Again he asked them, “Whom are
you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” " Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you
are looking for me, let these people go.” " This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high

» 10

single one of those whom you gave me.
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. ' Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword
back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

“So the soldiers, their ofhicer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. " First they took
him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. '* Caiaphas was the one
who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.

" Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, " but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate,
and brought Peter in. ' The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “I am not.” " Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they
were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming
himself.

" Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. *'Jesus answered, “I
have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews
come together. I have said nothing in secret. ° Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to
them; they know what I said.” * When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on
the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” * Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly,
testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” ** Then Annas sent him bound
to Caiaphas the high priest.

“Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” * One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off; asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” * Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

“"Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the
Passover. ’ So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” ' They
answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” *' Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not
permitted to put anyone to death.” ** (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of
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death he was to die.)

" Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” " Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” * Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What
have you done?” * Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged
to this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is,
my kingdom is not from here.” ’ Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that [ am
a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” * Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. ” But
you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the
King of the Jews?” ' They shouted in reply, “Not this man but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel.

! Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. * And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on
his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. ' They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” and striking him on the face.  Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him
out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” ” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” “ When the chief priests and the police
saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify

» 7

him; I find no case against him.” " The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he
ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

"Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. " He entered his headquarters again and
asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. '’ Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you
refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you and power to crucify you?”

"' Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above;
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” ” From then on Pilate tried to
release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who
claims to be a king sets himself against Caesar.”

“"When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place
called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. "' Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover,
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” " They cried out, “Away with him!
Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered,
“We have no king but Caesar.” '“ Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus, '’ and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is called the Place of the
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. * There they crucified him and with him two others, one on
either side, with Jesus between them. " Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” *
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. * Then the
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,” but, “This man said, I am
King of the Jews.” ” ** Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” * When the soldiers had
crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took

’Many of the Jews read this inscription because the place where

his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. ' So they said to one another,
“Let us not tear it but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says,
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“They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”
> And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. * When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” ”’ Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

* After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfll the scripture), “I am
thirsty.” *’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of
hyssop and held it to his mouth. " When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

*! Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the
Sabbath, especially because that Sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs
of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. ** Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first and of the other who had been crucified with him. *' But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. * Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at
once blood and water came out. *’ (He who saw this has testified so that you also may continue to believe.
His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)  These things occurred so that the scripture
might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” ”” And again another passage of scripture says,
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

* After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission, so he
came and removed his body. * Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. * They took the body of Jesus and
wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. " Now there was a
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had
ever been laid. ** And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

TIME OF REFLECTION AND PRAYER
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+ THE BIDDING PRAYER or the SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS ++

The Bidding Prayer we use on Good Friday is among the oldest prayers in Christian worship, dating back to the
early church. By the 4th century, Christians gathered to intercede solemnly for the church, the world, and all in need,
marking the day of Christ’s cruciﬁxion with humility, compassion, and hope. Today, as we pray, we join countless
believers across centuries who have offered these petitions at the foot of the cross.

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus
Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in
faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for Yehiel, our presiding bishop; for Emily, our synod bishop; for Matt, our pastor; for
Catherine, our musician; for Melinda, our ofhce manager; for Donna, our bookkeeper; for Laura, our
executive assistant; for Allen, our sexton; and for all servants of the church.

Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and
safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to
which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith
and understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, and keep them
in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all
who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the
fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and
your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own may receive
the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to
you under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of
the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know
you and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and
in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all
the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public ofhce; for our president, Donald; for our governor, Josh; and for
all other public leaders..

Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In
your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly
deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all
who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
Silent prayer.

The pastor concludes with: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

All depart in silence. This worship service continues tomorrow, April 4, 2026 at Spm.
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+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. The Easter Vigil begins in darkness, just as the tomb once
held the body of Jesus. We gather outside to kindle the new fire and light the Paschal Candle, a symbol of Christ’s
resurrection—the Light no darkness can overcome. From this ﬂame, we carry the /ight into the darkened church,
proclaiming the good news that Christ is risen and life has triumphed over death. This ancient tradition marks the
beginning of our celebration of Easter and reminds us that hope always breaks through the night.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we
gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ.
Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and
resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory.

The new fire is lit. The presiding minister blesses the fire.

Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless this new fire,
and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet
of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christ, yesterday and today,

the beginning and the ending.

To Christ belongs all time

and all the ages;

to Christ belongs glory and dominion

AN O N>

now and forever.
Amen.

The light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our "hearts and minds.
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EASTER PROCLAMATION
or THE EXSULTET

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of
angels! Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine
mysteries with exultation; and for so great a
victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in
the brightness of your king! Christ has
conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes
forever. Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory!
The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all
God’s people.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with
tull devotion of heart and mind and voice we
should praise the invisible God, and the only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious
blood, redeemed us from bondage to the ancient
sin. For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which
the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the
doorposts of the faithful are made holy.

This is the night. This is the night!
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In which, in ancient times, you delivered our
forebears, the children of Israel, and led them,
dry-shod, through the sea.

This is the night. This is the night!

In which the darkness of sin has been purged
away by the rising brightness. This is the night.
This is the night!

In which all who believe in Christ are rescued
from evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in
grace, and are restored to holiness. This is the

night. This is the night!

In which, breaking the chains of death, Christ
arises from hell in triumph. O night truly blessed
which alone was worthy to know the time and

hour in which Christ arose again from hell!
This is the night. This is the night!

Of which it is written: “The night is as clear as
the day,” and, “then shall my night be turned into
day.” The holiness of this night puts to flight the
deeds of wickedness; washes away sin; restores
innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who
mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; and humbles
earthly pride. Therefore, in this night of grace,
receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving for
the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, reflected in the burning of this candle.
We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, the
brightness of which is not diminished even when
its light is divided and borrowed. For it is fed by
the melting wax which the bees, your servants,
have made for the substance of this candle.

This is the night. This is the night!



In which heaven and earth are joined—things grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human

human and things divine. We, therefore, pray to race. And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and
you, O God, that this candle, burning to the preserve with your continual protection your
honor of your name, will continue to vanquish whole church, giving us peace in this time of our
the darkness of night and be mingled with the paschal rejoicing; through the same Lord Jesus
lights of heaven. May Christ the Morning Star Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
find it burning, that Morning Star who never and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
sets, that Morning Star who, rising from the Amen.

PROCESSION OF LIGHT

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God! (x3)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ.
Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth
and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching, and song.

CREATION READING: GENESIS 1:1-2:4a

A reading from Genesis.

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *“Then God said,
"Let there be light"; and there was light. *And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the
light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
°And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters." "So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that
were above the dome. And it was so. *God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. ’And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. YGod called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. '"Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it."
And it was so. "*The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. ’And there was evening and there
was morning, the third day. "*And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, ""and let them be lights in
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the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. “God made the two great lights — the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. "God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, Bto rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. ’And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

*And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky." *'So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves,
of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it
was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth.” *And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

**And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and
wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. *God made the wild animals of the earth of every
kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God
saw that it was good.

*Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

’So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them.

*God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth." *God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. *’And to every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of
life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. *'God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. '"Thus the heavens
and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.’And on the seventh day God finished the work that he
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. °So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

ar:&’;ke
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HYMN God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens ELW #771
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great Cre - a-tor, still cre - at - ing, showus what we yet may do.

fac - ing us with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a-tor, give us  guid -ance till our goals and yours are one.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
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DELIVERANCE READING: EXODUS 14:10-31; 15:20-21

A reading from Exodus.

“As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In
great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. ""They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out
of Egypt? [s this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'?
For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." "But Moses said
to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. “The LORD will fight for
you, and you have only to keep still."

“Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. "“But you
lift up your stafl, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea
on dry ground. "Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. "And the
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers."

"The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar
of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. *'It came between the army of
Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.

*'Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. *The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. *The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. **At the morning
watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. “He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difhculty. The
Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt."

*Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." *’So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. **The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. *But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
*Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. *'Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out
after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."
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HYMN Wade in the Water ELW #459 (vv. 1-2)
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PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your
mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the
salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may partake in

the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

COVENANTAL READING: ISAIAH 55:1-11
A reading from Isaiah.

'Hear, everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and you that have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.

*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
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and your labor for that which does not satisty?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

*Incline your ear, and come to me;

listen, so that you may live.

I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David.

*See, I made him a witness to the peoples,

a leader and commander for the peoples.

*See, you shall call nations that you do not know,

and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

°Seek the LORD while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near;

"let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.

’For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

"“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

"so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
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HYMN Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW #777 (vv. 1-2)
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa -ter [ will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-’lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re - fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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It you knew what gift [ of - fer, you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest.”
Come, re - ceive the gift I of - fer, turn to me and seek my face”
Come and know di - vine com-pas -sion, turn  to  me, [ call your name.”
Refrain
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.
PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the whole earth
by your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your covenant of
mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DRY BONES READING: EZEKIEL 37:1-14
A reading from Ezekiel.

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O
Lord GOD, you know." “Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. 61 will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD."

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as [ prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. %I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. *Then he said to me, "Prophesy
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to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." "I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' “Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. "And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and

I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says
the LORD."

HYMN Breathe on Us, Breath of God ~ (x3) ACS #941
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Breathe on us, Breath of God; Breath of God, breathe on us.
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PRAYER

Let us pray. Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into
righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that receiving the gifts of
word and sacrament, we may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIERY FURNACE READING: DANIEL 3:1-29

A reading from Daniel.

'King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was six
cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. *Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for
the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and
all the ofhcials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. *So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers,
the justices, the magistrates, and all the ofhcials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar
had set up, “the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, *that
when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are
to fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. “Whoever does not fall
down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." "Therefore, as soon as all
the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the
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peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had
set up.

*Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. *They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! '’You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship
the golden statue, ''and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing
fire. “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and
they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up."

“Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought
in; so they brought those men before the king. “Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I
have set up? BNow if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum,
and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if
you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god
that will deliver you out of my hands?"

"*Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present
a defense to you in this matter. ""If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of
blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. ""But if not, be it known to you, O king, that
we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up."

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face
was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, *’and ordered some
of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the
furnace of blazing fire. *'So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and
their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. *Because the king's command
was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. *But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into
the furnace of blazing fire.

*Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, "Was it not
three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O king." *He replied,
"But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has
the appearance of a god." *Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and
said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. *?And the satraps, the prefects, the governors,
and the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of
those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of
fire came from them. *’Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's command
and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. *Therefore I
make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other
god who is able to deliver in this way.
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HYMN

PRAYER

Earth and All Stars! ELW #731 (vv. 1-2)
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and Iyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Refrain
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I too  sing prais - es with a  new song!

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets
you declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all the
baptized, that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be united with
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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NEW TESTAMENT READING: ROMANS 6:3-11

A reading from Romans.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
“Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

*For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. "For whoever has died is freed from sin. *But if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. "We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. "“The death he died, he died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. "'So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
#%;E»":P - | | h— |
aRe s ===ttt

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: JOHN 20:1-18
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that
the stone had been removed from the tomb. *So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him." *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.
“The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. "He bent
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. “Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, "and the cloth that had
been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. *Then the other
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; *for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. ""Then the disciples returned to their homes.
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"But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; "*and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at
the feet. “They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." "*When she had said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. ’Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." "“Jesus said to her,
"Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). "Jesus said to her,
"Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, 'l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." "*"Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to
her.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen

HYMN OF THE DAY We Know That Christ is Raised ELW #449
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I We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life  and grows
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+ AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Gathered around the fire, we were greeted in the name of the triune God. Here we gather around the font, once again
standing in the power ofthe name ofGod, who is the source ofall life, the word ofsalvation, the spirit ofmercy. We
receive that name, enter that name, and are saved by that name.

We give thanks for water. Although many Christians do not formally remember their baptism, the Ajﬁrmation of
Baptism at the Great Vigil of Easter offers us an annual maturation into the meaning of the water and the word.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public afhrmation of
baptism into Christ.

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in
the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? We renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting,

You have made public the profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made
with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit,
our advocate and peace, ¥ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW #365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’n-ly king, Al le lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al le Iu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - Iu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ial
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!

sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!

where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - Iu - ia!

Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

We hope you will continue the journey with us!
Join us Easter morning at 7am for Sunrise Worship, as we greet the dawn of the resurrection. A freshly
prepared breakfast will follow. Then gather again at 10am for our Festival Easter Worship, as we celebrate
the victory of life over death with the whole assembly.

Come back. Complete the story. Rejoice in the promise that these Three Days proclaim:
Christ is risen, and all things are being made new.
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	Paschal Triduum 
	WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
	 
	A NOTE FROM PASTOR MATT HANSEN 
	☩ 
	☩ GATHERING ☩ 
	The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
	 
	☩ WORD ☩ 
	☩ MEAL ☩ 
	☩ THE BIDDING PRAYER or the SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS ☩ 
	☩ GATHERING ☩ 
	The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. The Easter Vigil begins in darkness, just as the tomb once held the body of Jesus. We gather outside to kindle the new fire and light the Paschal Candle, a symbol of Christ’s resurrection—the Light no darkness can overcome. From this flame, we carry the light into the darkened church, proclaiming the good news that Christ is risen and life has triumphed over death. This ancient tradition marks the beginning of our celebration of Easter and reminds us that hope always breaks through the night. 
	 
	☩ WORD ☩ 
	☩ AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM ☩ 
	☩ SENDING ☩ 

