
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 

 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
 

❖​ We are glad you are worshiping with us! If you’re a visitor, please enter your name in the 
guestbook near the entrance and our pastor will reach out to you. 

❖​ A printed cross ☩ is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make 
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

❖​ Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly. 
❖​ Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind 

the choir to the left. 
❖​ A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.  
❖​ Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition (NRSVue). If 

you’d like to purchase a Lutheran Study Bible, copies are available in the church office.  
❖​ Today’s liturgy is Setting Four from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of St. John’s. 

 
Altar flowers are a meaningful way to glorify God and honor loved ones in worship. A gift of $75 to the St. John’s 

Flower Fund is encouraged. To sponsor altar flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

We invite you to join us in prayer for members and friends of St. John’s. A printed prayer list is available in 
the Narthex and is emailed each morning at 4:30 a.m. in the Daily Cycle of Prayer. ​

​
To add a name, please submit a request through our website or contact the church office. ​

Scan the QR code below to view the current list.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GREECE PILGRIMAGE PRESENTATION & MEAL 
We will gather in Goins Hall at 6:30pm on Monday, February 9 for a participant-led Bible study and 
presentation featuring passages related to our 2025 Greece pilgrimage. We will also enjoy food from 
Mykonos.  
 
SHROVE TUESDAY MEAL 
Come enjoy pancakes, sausage and grits on Shrove Tuesday, February 17, 5:30pm to 7:30pm in Goins 
Hall. Sign up sheet for food prep. Enjoy Mardi Gras-themed fellowship as we prepare for Lent. 
 
DRIVE-THRU ASHES 
On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Matt will be offering drive-thru ashes from the sanctuary steps from 8:30am to 
9:30am. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
We will gather in the sanctuary for Ash Wednesday worship at 7pm on Wednesday, February 18. 
 
LENTEN MIDWEEK MEALS & SERVICES 
Throughout the season of Lent (beginning Feb 25), we will have congregation meals at 6pm in Goins Hall 
and contemplative worship in the sanctuary at 7pm.  
 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email all bulletin announcements to announcements@stjohsnconcord.com or use the online form 
via Mailchimp. 
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME  
      
PRELUDE                                   Dear Lord, Lead Me Day by Day​                              Asuncion           
              ​       
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                         ELW #815 

 
 
GREETING   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
☩ WORD ☩ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES​
Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.  
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 58:1-9a ​
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1 Shout out; do not hold back!​
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet!​
  Announce to my people their rebellion,​
   to the house of Jacob their sins.​
  2 Yet day after day they seek me​
   and delight to know my ways,​
  as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness​
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;​
  they ask of me righteous judgments;​
   they want God on their side.​
  3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?​
   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”​
  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day​
   and oppress all your workers.​
  4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight​
   and to strike with a wicked fist.​
  Such fasting as you do today​
   will not make your voice heard on high.​
  5 Is such the fast that I choose,​
   a day to humble oneself?​
  Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush​
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?​
  Will you call this a fast,​
   a day acceptable to the Lord?​
​
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  6 Is not this the fast that I choose:​
   to loose the bonds of injustice,​
   to undo the straps of the yoke,​
  to let the oppressed go free,​
   and to break every yoke?​
  7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry​
   and bring the homeless poor into your house;​
  when you see the naked, to cover them​
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?​
  8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,​
   and your healing shall spring up quickly;​
  your vindicator shall go before you;​
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.​
  9a Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;​
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.     
 
PSALM 112:1-9 
We read Psalm 112 responsively.     
 
 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord​
   and have great delight in | God’s commandments!​
  2 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;​
   the generation of the upright | will be blessed.​
  3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house,​
   and their righteousness will | last forever.​
  4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;​
   the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. ​
  5 It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending​
   and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.​
  6 For they will nev- | er be shaken;​
   the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.​
  7 They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;​
   their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord.​
  8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink,​
   until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.​
  9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever;​
    they will hold up their | head with honor. 
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SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12 [13-16]​
A reading from Paul’s first letter to the people of Corinth. 
 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with 
superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my 
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.​
​
   6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,​
  “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,​
   nor the human heart conceived,​
  what God has prepared for those who love him”—​
 10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 
11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13 And 
we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual things to those who are spiritual.​
   14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, 
and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual 
discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.​
  16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord​
   so as to instruct him?”​
 But we have the mind of Christ.]  
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.     
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:13-20​
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.​
   14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and 
put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.​
   17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless 
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON​ ​ ​       ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ ​            ​        The Rev. Matt Hansen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                           Day by Day                                ​ ​ ELW #790 

 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church, we confess our faith.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,​
​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

 
☩ MEAL ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERTORY                              This Little Light of Mine                                   Spiritual, arr. Boyer 
 
OFFERING 
You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115. 
                                                  
OFFERING SONG                    Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                   ​    ELW #885 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with 
the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE​
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE​
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all 
creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for the grace shown to 
your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the 
words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news 
in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)​
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing 
the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised 
feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise 
of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the 
ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  

❖​ You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come 
forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.  

❖​ Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a wafer, please 
indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.  

❖​ Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray together. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.​
 

 
☩ SENDING ☩ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                   ​    Lead Me Guide Me                  ​                ​     ELW #768 

 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me                  ​ ​ arr. Hayes             
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SERVING TODAY
 

The Reverend Matt Hansen Pastor 

Catherine Ritch Organist 

Ellen Goodman  Lector 

Jim & Susan Hayes  Communion Assistants 

Davis & Roman Dorton Troy Miller & Bob Shuping  Ushers 

                                                                    Hartsell Family Livestream Support 

Jacob & Teka Sigler Nursery Attendants 

Anne Shuping Altar Guild 

Angela Ferguson Teller Lead 

 
CONTACT US

 

BY PHONE 

Melinda Redding, Church Office (704) 436-6081 
Melinda’s Mobile (704) 213-0784 

Pastor Matt’s Mobile (612) 704-2828  

ONLINE 

Office Email office@stjohnsconcord.com 
Pastor Matt’s Email matt@stjohnsconcord.com 

ON-SITE 

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025 
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am-1:30pm; Fri, 8am-Noon 

Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment. 
↪ Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday ↩ 

 
The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664. 

 New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. 
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