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First Sunday of Christmas
Lessons and Carols with Reflections from Martin Luther
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Founded by German immigrants in 1745, St. John’s Lutheran Church is one of the oldest congregations in the North
Carolina Synod ofl,‘he Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are part ofa rich heritage that now spans 184
congregations and 45,000 Lutherans in North Carolina, nearly 3 million ELCA members across 65 synods in the

United States, and a global communion of 78 million Lutherans through the Lutheran World Federation.
From a humble meetinghouse in 1745 to our place in the global body ofChrisl, St._[ohn’s continues
to share God’s love far beyond our own walls, living into the promise of the communion of saints.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 CHRISTMAS MARKET GROUP
The Growth and Outreach committee, including those interested in being on the 2026 Christmas Market
committee, will have a brief meeting after church on Sunday, Jan 4 in the conference room at the back of

the church.

REMINDER
Have you turned in any year-end report that you are responsible for and checked your information to
make sure everything is correct for the 2026 directory?

THANK YOU!

Melinda would like to thank the congregation and council of St. John’s for all of the prayers and cards
received during her recent illness. Also, for the most kind and generous year-end monetary gift. You all
make it such a pleasure to work here.

Dear St. John’s, We want to extend our sincerest gratitude for everything you have done to support us
through this difhcult time with the hospitalization and loss of Nathan. Thank you for all of your prayers,
kind words, and visits. We are honored to be past of such a caring and loving church family. With love,
Hope Moose and Family



The flowers on the altar are given by Donald Nesbit and all the family to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Lynn Nesbit.

+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child arr. Perks

CONEESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



+ WORD ++

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: LUKE 2:1-7
A reading from Luke.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. *This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to
be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. "He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

LUTHER’S REFLECTION

Behold Christ lying in the lap of his young mother. . . . What can be sweeter than the Babe, what more
lovely than the mother! . .. Look at the Child, knowing nothing. Yet all that is belongs to him, that your
conscience should not fear but take comfort in him. Doubt nothing. Watch him springing in the lap of the
maiden. Laugh with him. Look upon this Lord of Peace and your spirit will be at peace. ... You will see
how great is the divine goodness, which seeks above all else that you should not despair. Trust him! Trust
him! Here is the Child in whom is salvation. To me there is no greater consolation given to mankind than
this, that Christ became man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap and at the breasts of his most gracious
mother. Who is there whom this sight would not comfort? Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell,
conscience, and guilt, if you come to judge this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come, not to judge
you, but to save. (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, p. 33)



CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW #276
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

SECOND READING: LUKE 2:8-16
A reading from Luke.

’In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. *Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. ""But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: "'to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
"This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." "And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "*"Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." '°So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



LUTHER’S REFLECTION

Look at the shepherds. They were watching their flocks by night, and an angel came and made them
apostles, prophets, and children of God. . .. This is a great miracle that the shepherds should have believed
this message. They might easily have thought to themselves, “Are we two shepherds worthy that the
whole host of heaven should be marshaled for us and all the kings on the earth and the dwellers in
Jerusalem be passed by?” I know I would have appealed to common sense and I would have said: “Who am
I compared to God and angels and kings? It is an apparition.” But the Holy Spirit, who preached through
the angels, caused the shepherds to believe. They were so strong in the faith that they were worthy to be
spoken to by angels and to hear every angel in heaven singing a cantata just for them. This is a pure
wonder that enters not into the heart of man. Our God begins with angels and ends with shepherds. Why
does he do such preposterous things? He puts a Babe in a crib. Our common sense revolts and says, “Could
not God have saved the world some other way?” (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, pp. 36, 40)

CAROL It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an gels  sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an gels  sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an gels  sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an gels  sing.



THIRD READING: MATTHEW 2:1-12
A reading from Matthew.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by
the prophet:

°And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.™

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." “When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. “And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



LUTHER’S REFLECTION

When the Wise Men received the divine revelation that the king of the Jews was born, they made straight
for Jerusalem, for, of course, they expected to find him at the capital in a lordly castle and a golden
chamber. Where else would common sense expect to find a king? But because they were so sure of
themselves, the star left them. Then they were sorely tried, and had they relied solely on human wisdom,
would surely have said: “Confound it! We have come all this way for nothing. The star has deceived us.
The devil has led us by an apparition. If a king had been born, would he not be in the capital and in a
palace? But when we come, the star disappears and we find no one who knows anything about him. Can
it be that we foreigners should be the first to have news of him in the royal city? Everyone is so cold and
unfriendly that no one offers to go with us and show us the child. They do not believe themselves that to
them a king is born, and shall we come and find him? How desolate for the birth of a king! If a puppy
were born there would be some little stir, and here a king is supposed to be born and everything is so still. .
.. Should not the people be singing, capering, lighting lamps and torches, bedecking the streets with roses
and mayflowers? What a miserable king we are seeking! What fools we have been to let ourselves start on
this quest!” Nature wants to feel and be certain before believing, but grace will believe before she feels.
Faith steps gaily into the darkness, trusting simply in the Word. But having come, they decided to inquire
of the king before returning. At their report, Herod the king “was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.”
Why was Herod terrified and all Jerusalem with him? He had good reason to be afraid because he had
tyrannized over the Jews for thirty years. . . . Now Herod had a crafty plan. “The Jews,” thought he, “will
hide the truth from me, but I will find out the town where this king is to be born and also the time, and
then if they hide him, I will catch him anyway. I will kill so many babies that he cannot escape.” So he
called the scribes to him and said, “Where is Christ to be born?” Then perhaps through fear, the scribes
answered him that in the Prophet Micah it is written that He should be born in Bethlehem. (Marrin
Luther’s Christimas Book, pp- 50—52)



CAROL

The First Noel ELW #300
04 — |
G e=—e o e £
G =
I The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o'er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
R | —
(EESSIE=Si==Er=—sssurr
» ' | \ - N J—J—’ji
cer-tain poor shep-herds in fields as they Ilay; in fields  where
in ... the ecast be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came from coun - ry far; to seck for a
Beth - Ile - hem it  took its  rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
D4 .
)4 ﬂu. | - | 5
y=d et e e * e
A\IV4 [ | | | I | | | | |
J — . 1 — y i
they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-tet’s
carth it gave . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . . . in - tent, and to fol - low the
did both stop and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
Re .
Ds — o i
ofer T ¢ o R e e ——
o l ' S \._’/ et o
night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
& | e T, —
m=== — ——— ———
el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra -el

10



FOURTH READING: JOHN 1:1-5; 14-18
A Reading from John

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He was in the
beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only son, full of grace and truth. "*(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.") '*From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. "The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who
has made him known.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

LUTHER’S REFLECTION

Let us, then, meditate upon the Nativity just as we see it happening in our own babies. I would not have
you contemplate the deity of Christ, the majesty of Christ, but rather his flesh. Look upon the baby Jesus.
Divinity may terrify man. Inexpressible majesty will crush him. That is why Christ took on our humanity,
save for sin, that he should not terrify us but rather that with love and favor he should console and
confirm.This is the word of the prophet: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6). This is
for us the hardest point, not so much to believe that He is the son of the Virgin and God himself, as to
believe that this Son of God is ours. That is where we wilt. . . . Truly it is marvelous in our eyes that God
should place a little child in the lap of a virgin and that all our blessedness should lie in him. And this Child
belongs to all mankind. God feeds the whole world through a Babe nursing at Mary’s breast. This must be
our daily exercise: to be transformed into Christ, being nourished by this food. Then will the heart be

suffused with all joy and will be strong and confident against every assault.
(Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, pp. 33, 16)
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+ MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY Gospel Nativity Carol Dengler
OFFERING To give online, visit www.stjohnsconcord.com/give
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the wotld, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in
your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

12
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your
daughters and sons.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his coming
again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,

that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!
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DISTRIBUTION

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come
forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.

« Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a wafer, please
indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.

% Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and
ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love
in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the *+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW #290
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen Traditional English Carol
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen  Preaching & Presiding
Vera Drye Lector
Ellen & Rathel Goodman Communion Assistants
Phillip Casper, Keith Cook, Jeff Culp, Phil Fisher Ushers
Emily, Raegan, and Ryleigh Hartsell Altar Guild
Bob Cavalline Teller

CONTACT US

BY PHONE
Church Office (704) 436-6081
Admin Assistant’s Cell (704) 213-0784
Pastor Matt’s Cell (612) 704-2828

ONLINE
Office Email ofhce@stjohnsconcord.com
Pastor Matt’s Email matt@stjohnsconcord.com
ON-SITE

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Admin Assistant’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am-1:30pm; Fri, 8am-Noon
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

= Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission of St. John’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.

&5 StJohnis
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