Stjohn's

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
8:00 p.m. *+ December 24, 2025



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Founded by German immigrants in 1745, St. John’s Lutheran Church is one of the oldest congregations in the North
Carolina Synod ofl,‘he Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are part ofa rich heritage that now spans 184
congregations and 45,000 Lutherans in North Carolina, nearly 3 million ELCA members across 65 synods in the

United States, and a global communion of 78 million Lutherans through the Lutheran World Federation.
From a humble meetinghouse in 1745 to our place in the global body ofChrisl, St._[ohn’s continues
to share God’s love far beyond our own walls, living into the promise of the communion of saints.

SERVICE NOTES

% A printed cross *F is an invitation to make the sign of the cross on your forehead or body. We make
the sign of the cross to remember our Baptism and the promise: “You have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”

< Bold print indicates a speaking part for the whole assembly.

% Restrooms are located in the Narthex to the right of the front door and through the doors behind
the choir to the left.

< A nursery is available for your use. Ask an usher for directions.

R

% Today’s liturgy is Setting Four from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

% Our 2025 Advent wreath lighting, confession, and offering prayer liturgy is courtesy of the Rev.
Joshua Copeland of Grace Lutheran Church in Salisbury.

< Have questions? Ask the pastor. He is happy to discuss the movements of our worship service and

why we do what we do as Lutherans.



+ GATHERING ++
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ORGAN PRELUDE Catherine Ritch, Organist
WELCOME

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: HOME AT LAST

The journey ends, and yet it really begins here — with Christ born among us. The manger is not a
temporary stop but the very heart of home.

“The Word became flesh and lived among us... and we have seen his glory” (John 1:14). “For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Tonight we light the Christ candle, for
the road has led us home. In Jesus, God makes a home with us.

Our waiting is over! Our journey ended! Christ is born!
Tonight we light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the home of our hearts.
Christ is our light and our home.

All candles are lit.

CHRISTMAS DIALOG Sheryll Garfola

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth

and then formed man and woman in his own image;

long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant;
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah;

thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom;
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges;

one thousand years from the anointing of David as king,

in fulfllment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets;

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;

the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome;

the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;

while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace,

Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,

desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming,

being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother—
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.



Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!
He is the Light no darkness can overcome.
At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation.

With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.”
In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.

With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

GREETING

ELW #283

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of
his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

+ WORD +

God spea]es fo us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

TIME FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES

Children are invited to come forward for a conversation with the pastor.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7

A reading from Isaiah.

*The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy; rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
> For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
°For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
" Great will be his authority,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW #272
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flowr so bright, a-
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the  night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half- spent was the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ry  load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14

A reading from Titus.

" The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, "’ while we wait for

the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. '* He it is
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



HYMN

“Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
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1 ’Twas in the moon of win - ter-time when all the birds had fled, that
2  VWith - in a lodge of bro-ken bark the ten-der babe was found; a
3 The ear-liest moon of win-ter-time is not so round and fair as
4 O chil-dren of the for - est free, the an - gel-song is true; the
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was the ring of glo - ry on the help - less in - fant there. The
ho - ly child of earth and heav’n is born to - day for you. Come,
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as the hunt-er braves drew nigh, the an - gel song rang loud and high:
chiefs from far be-fore him knelt with gifts of fox and bea - ver pelt.
kneel be - fore the ra - diant boy, who brings you beau - ty, peace, and joy.
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Je-sus your king is born!

Je - sus is born,

in ex - cel-sis glo-ri - a!

ELW #284



GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-20
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

"In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. * This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. > All went to their own towns
to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. > He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ° While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. " And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

*Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. '“ But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. ** This will be a sign for you: you will ind a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” "> And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

"*“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
" When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” '° So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. " When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child, " and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them, " and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. ** The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told

them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON The Rev. Matt Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
ris'’n with heal - ing in his wings.

peace on earth, and mer-cy mild,
late  in time be-hold him come,
Light and life to all he brings,
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join the tri-umph of the skies;

Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
born that we no more may die,

Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by,
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with an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us

in Beth-le - hem!”
Em-man-u - el!
sec-ond birth.

Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

ELW #270



-+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY That Boy-Child of Mary ELW #293
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1 What shall we call him, child of the man ger?
2 His name is Je - sus, God ev - er with us,
3 How can he save us, how can he help us,
4  Gift of the Fa - ther, to hu - man moth er,
Refrain
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What name  is giv. - en in Beth-le - hem?
God giv - en for us in Beth-le - hem.
born here a - mong us in Beth-le - hem?
makes him our broth - er in Beth-le - hem.

5 One with the Father,
he is our Savior,
heaven-sent helper
in Bethlehem.

OFFERING

6 Gladly we praise him,
love and adore him,
give ourselves to him
in Bethlehem.

You may give online, by visiting www.stjohnsconcord.com/give or by texting “give” to (704) 706-2115.
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OFFERING HYMN Love Has Come ELW #292
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er -
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Beth-le-hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in
your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your
daughters and sons.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (continued)

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his coming
again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,

that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!
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DISTRIBUTION

3

forward during the distribution with your arms crossed.

% You are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead, please come

& Please note: The homemade communion bread is gluten, dairy, and nut free. If you prefer a wafer, please

indicate by raising a finger as you approach the pastor.
% Grape juice, instead of wine, is also available.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love

in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

POST COMMUNION HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our
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Lord Im - man - u - el!
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+ SENDING ++

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: JOHN 1:1-14

The pastor lights a large candle from an altar candle, which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom
_]ohn’s gospel speaks. The ushers light their candles from the pastor’s candle, then light the candle of each worshiper
nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to another. We will
depart the sanctuary, with candles, singing Silent Night.

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.
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RECESSIONAL Silent Night ELW #281
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schlift,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep  in heav - en- ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
BLESSING & SENDING

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness
of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. Almighty God, Father,
*F Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.

Go in peace; the Word of God dwells within you richly. Thanks be to God.
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Matt Hansen  Presiding Minister
Sheryll Garfola Assisting Minister
Catherine Ritch  Organist
Hailey Fletcher Lector
Patti & Hailey Fletcher, Ellen Goodman  Communion Assistants
Stan Parnell, Larry Allman, Bob Blackwelder & Gerald Cline Ushers
Rowland Family Livestream Support
No Nursery Tonight Nursery Attendants
Ryleigh, Raegan, Emily Hartsell Altar Guild
Bob Cavalline Teller Lead

CONTACT US

BY PHONE

Melinda Redding, Church Office (704) 436-6081
Admin Assistant’s Mobile (704) 213-0784
Pastor Matt’s Mobile (612) 704-2828

ONLINE
Office Email ofhce@stjohnsconcord.com
Pastor Matt’s Email matt@stjohnsconcord.com
ON-SITE

Address 100 St. John’s Church Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Church Office Hours Mon-Thu, 8am-1:30pm; Fri, 8am-Noon
Pastor Matt’s Office Hours Mon-Thu, by appointment.

= Please note: Pastor Matt observes Sabbath every Friday <

The mission ofSt._]ohn’s Lutheran Church is to share God’s love through revitalization, community, and outreach.

& Stjohris

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortre: | rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS016664.
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches OFL hrist in the United Sta[es ofAme rica. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
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